
32 MAYFA I RT IMES. CO. UK

ART

ASIAN ART IN LONDON
The world’s first city-based Asian art season returns for its
27th outing. From October 30 to November 8, Asian Art in
London will coordinate exhibitions and auctions spanning a
broad gamut of Asian art and culture. Bonhams, Christie’s
and Sotheby’s will all host commercial dealer and gallery
exhibitions for the first time, with Sotheby’s three prime
ground-floor galleries hosting 12 participants, debuting

the renowned Sundaram Tagore Gallery. Meanwhile in the
auction house’s Wemyss and St George Street galleries, 12
participants will exhibit presentations on Vietnamese fine
art, Japanese works on paper, rare Chinese silk textiles,
contemporary Chinese art, Asian arms and armour and

Japanese design. Christie’s will host Taiwanese gallery Mo
Hai Lou’s contemporary Chinese and Japanese exhibition,

Sublimation, and Bonhams will deliver a post-French colonial
era exhibition titled A Glimpse of Vietnam.

IMAGES THROUGH MATTER
Rena Papaspyrou’s transgressive body of work has been
referred to as “a house built over 60 years”. Inspired by
the architecture of her native Athens, Papaspyrou uses
found bricks, tiles, mosaics and sections of old walls as
her foundation, enhancing their cracks, dents and marks
with pencil and paint to create images, sculpture and
installations. Papaspyrou has garnered wide acclaim
since her first solo exhibition in Paris in 1966 and has
held prestigious roles in her home country. She was a
professor at Athens School of Fine Arts from 1993 until
2005. Honouring her craft and legacy, an exhibition at

the Hellenic Centre, titled Images Through Matter, marks
her London debut. Comprising 22 works, from the 1970s
until today, the show (from October 2 to November 16)
is a long overdue exposition of one of Greece’s most

important contemporary artists.
16–18 Paddington Street

ENCHANTED ALCHEMIES
Released 100 years ago, the Surrealist Manifesto ushered
in a revolution of the mind that has never died. Citing
rationality as an impetus for the bloodshed of the First

World War, André Breton heralded the subconscious as a
creative and social panacea. As his ideas matured, magic,
alchemy and occultism became integral to the surrealist

cause, as an exhibition at Lévy Gorvy Dayan gallery
shows. While it encouraged primal and archaic spiritual
practices, esoteric art also shaped personal, cultural

and creative narratives, leading artists such as Leonora
Carrington and Ithell Colquhoun to explore magic, mental

health and sexuality when they were still considered
taboo. Today, artists such as Chitra Ganesh and Stacey
Gillian Abe have followed suit, re-evaluating mythology,
history and memory to unearth radical perspectives.

Until December 21.
35 Dover Street
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