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Overview of Year 2020 
 
2020 was without doubt the most difficult year in the Hellenic Centre’s twenty-five-year history, but it 
was also the year that reminded us why it is so special. The community spirit that underpins the Cen-
tre has always existed beyond its physical space; 2020 revealed this truth more consistently.  
 

I was touched by the plethora of messages I received in December and I thank you all for taking the 
time to write and express your support. Given lack of space we can only include a few here but we 
appreciate everybody’s support.  
 

We have an average of fifty cultural events a year, even more in 2019 when we celebrated our 25th 
Anniversary. We had planned a very rich cultural programme for 2020 and from the beginning of Janu-
ary to  the 9th of  March, when we were forced to close our doors, we already had twenty well attend-
ed events. We did not know then that we would not have any for the rest of the year, and that we still 
do not know when we will be able to resume our live activities.  
 

However, the Hellenic Centre continued to provide opportunities for learning and pleasure in 2020, 
with a rich virtual programme of cultural events. We had recordings of plays and music of previous 
years but also new presentations by esteemed lecturers and we supported artists with concerts and 
exhibitions. 
 

We are delighted with news of the vaccine and we can now see some light at the end of the tunnel, 
but we know that in practice it will likely be a few more months before we will be allowed to go back to 
some normality. We will be ready whenever this happens since we continue to maintain the building in 
a good condition; in the meantime, we are preparing both a virtual and a live programme for 2021, 
which includes special events that remember the two-hundred-year anniversary of the War of Greek 
Independence in 1821.  
 

The Hellenic Centre has suffered and is suffering great financial loss as we are not allowed to host con-
ferences, which make up most of our income. However, the Centre survives thanks to the good gov-
ernance of our Trustees, the hard work of our staff, the current help from the government and of 
course, the great support of our members and friends.   
 

When we were celebrating our 25th Anniversary in November 2019, I remember thinking that our 30th 
Anniversary was a very long way away. Given the interruptions of 2020 and 2021, 2024 does not 
seem far away at all. As soon as we are allowed to reopen, I can assure you that we will do our best, 
together with your support, to build out our programme over the next three years and then make our 
30th Anniversary even better than our 25th Anniversary.  
 

I thank you all for your constant support and look forward to welcoming you to our Centre soon.     
 

 A.K. 

Events at the Hellenic Centre 
 

With the buzz of our 25th Anniversary Celebrations still echoing, we welcomed the new year full of en-
ergy and enthusiasm. Events organised by the Centre and its Member Societies were hosted in our 
Great Hall and Friends Room, whereas in our office we were finalising the details for the spring/
summer events and planning events for the autumn and 2021. Little did we know then that 2020 
would present not only the Hellenic Centre but also the whole world with a most difficult and challeng-
ing situation. 
 
Our January-March events started with the traditional cutting of the Vasilopita cake. The Centre’s New 
Year Celebration was a recital of Viennese Waltzes performed by a piano trio of talented musicians - 
Warren Mailley-Smith, piano; Lucy Jeal, violin; Pavlos Carvalho, cello. The Macedonian Society of 
Great Britain, Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon and Lykion ton Hellinidon also invited their members and 
friends at the Centre for the cutting of their Vasilopita – Lykion’s celebration featuring traditional Greek 
dances. 
Our programme of events, varied as always, also included:  
 

Exhibitions 
A New Day Has Come Oil and mixed media paintings by Afrodite Papadouli. 
One World and the Climate Change Photographs by award w inning photographer Marina 
Antoniou.  
 
Music and Dance Performances 
Τραγουδώντας Σαραντάρη - Singing the Poetry of Sarantaris  A music event featuring the 
poetry of Giorgos Sarantaris with pianist and composer Nikos Laliotis and soprano Angeliki Ralli. (HC) 
Reverie  A visual dance theatre performance by choreographers Georgia Tegou and Michalis 
Theophanous organised by the Hellenic Centre in collaboration with dance-as-design. 
 
Lectures, Panel Discussions, Conferences and Presentations 
 

Εορτή των Ελληνικών και Χριστιανικών Γραμμάτων - Celebration of Greek and Christian Let-
ters organised by the Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain and supported by the Hel-
lenic Centre. 
Unveiling the Law: Regulating the Dress of the Other  A panel discussion w ith Chryssoula 
Kapartziani, Spyros Koulocheris and Myrsini Pichou (HC). 
Generic Games: The Ending of Longus’ Daphnis and Chloe, Again A talk by Dr Calum Maciver, 
organised by the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies. 
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Where Oedipus Meets Agamemnon - Discovery of the City of Ancient Tenea 
A lecture by Dr Elena Korka, organised by the Greek Archaeological Committee 
(UK). 
Breast Rules: Towards a Sociology of the Nursing Woman in Late Antiquity 
and Early Byzantium A presentation by Dr Stavroula Constantinou and Dr 
Aspasia Skouroumouni Stavrinou , organised by the Hellenic Centre in association 
with the University of Cyprus. 
3rd Isalos.net Maritime Conference: A discussion with the shipping com-
munity in London A conference by the Greek Shipping Cooperation Committee, 
INTERCARGO and the Hellenic Engineers Society of Great Britain, supported by 
SeaBright of the City University of London, the Costas Grammenos Centre for Ship-
ping Trade and Finance and the Henley Business School-University of Reading. 
The Pittas Collection - Volume 2:  Early Italian and Renaissance Works, 
Volume 3: The Mythological Paintings and Sculptures An event w ith Dr 
Stefano G Casu, Prof Peter Humfrey and Dr Anthi Andronikou (HC). 
Greek-Orthodox Religioscapes A presentation by Dr Georgios E Trantas 
and Marie Skłodowska-Curie, organised by the Hellenic Institute, Centre for Greek 
Diaspora Studies and Centre for the GeoHumanities at Royal Holloway and Aston 
University and supported by the Hellenic Centre. 
 
Children’s Events 
Travelling to the Palaces of Knosos  An interactive event and art workshop, organised by the 
Teachers of Paidohoros and the Hellenic Centre. 
Greek Carnival Celebration for Children (HC). 

Virtual Events during 2020 
 
The last cultural event at our building took place on 9 March. With the Covid-19 situation becoming 
more and more serious a number of scheduled events had to be postponed until further notice. When 
the Government announced a national lockdown we had to close our doors to our members, friends 
and students. This however did not mean that the Hellenic Centre remained inactive and absent from 
the cultural life. Within two weeks of suspending our Greek Language Courses, an online learning plat-
form was set up and all our courses resumed online. Then we started building a programme of virtual 
events as diverse as our in-home programmes and establishing cultural links and partnerships. Our 
website and Facebook page became our new cultural hub and our friends stayed connected with us 
through these and through emails. 
 
During this difficult period, we shared some past events and organised new virtual ones.  
 

Exhibitions 
Revisited #TextMe_PaperFashion, held in 2019 and Cyprus - The Holy Island, held in 2001.  
Enjoyed the photography of Dimitra Stasinopoulou through 40 Images of the Hagia Sophia and Images 
by Bhutan, Smiling Faces From The Roof Of The World.  
Hosted Palimpsest Motherland, our first online exhibition of lithographic monoprints by visual artist and 
poet Yiannis Efthymiadis. 
 
Performances 
Shared excerpts from our 2019 HC Easter Celebration Recital 
Online screenings of Six Nights on the Acropolis and The Cloakroom Attendant which were performed 
in the past at the Centre 
Online Concerts Icons of Greek Music: Theodorakis, Hadjidakis, Xarhakos with musicians from the 
Icons of Greece project and HC Christmas Carol Concert with members of the Rebetiko Carnival group. 
Although these concerts could not be performed live at The Centre it was possible to record them 
there. 
We were also able to share with our Members a recording specially made for the Centre of the famous 
song Υπομονή-Patience by Stavros Xarhakos, performed by Connie and Ronnie, a song talk-
ing about patience and hope – both much needed at these strange times. 
 
Lectures and Book Presentations  
One Summer in Crete A presentation by Nadia Marks of her new  book.  
Nutrition Facts and Myths A talk by Dr Despo Papachristodoulou. 
Greek Writers in English - Katerina Anghelaki-Rooke by Dr Liana Giannakopoulou, the first 
talk of a series which we co-organise with the Society for Modern Greek Studies. 
Greece’s Finest Hour? The Democratic Implications of the Battle of Salamis A lecture w ith 
Prof Paul Cartledge organised in collaboration with the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies.  
Greek Landscapes, Language and Culture A series of lectures organised in association w ith 
the Greek Language & Culture Lab, University of Patras with talks on The Formation of the Greek 
Landscape (Dr Helene Simoni), Linguistics and Language Myths (Prof George J Xydopoulos), 
Writing History in Byzantium: Who, Why and How (Dr Eirini-Sophia Kiapidou), Greek Crisis and 
its Fictions (Dr Eleni Papargyriou), Epidemic Diseases and their Social Impact in Ancient 
Greece (Dr Katerina Oikonomopoulou). 
 
I addition to our virtual events we also: 
 

Formed a partnership with Greek Fringe, an initiative founded in Australia now a global community, 
and presented the virtual events 
Meraki Trio ft. Eisvoleas // Bufos Puppet Theatre  
Kadinelia [GR] // Delyrium [AU].  



Member Societies 

AHEPA - London Apollon Chapter 
Anglo-Hellenic League 

Association of Constantinopolitan 
Greeks in the UK 

Cypriot Estia of London 
Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon 

Greek Cypriot Brotherhood 
Greek Archaeological Committee 

(UK) 
Hellenic Bankers Association (UK) 

Hellenic Engineers Society 
Hellenic Foundation 

Hellenic Medical Society 
Ionian Society 

Lykion ton Hellinidon London 
Macedonian Society of GB 

Monemvasia Photographic Society 
Oinoussai Benevolent Fund 

Omilos Eksipiretiron (Servers’ 
Society) 

Society for Modern Greek Studies 
Society for the Promotion of  

Hellenic Studies 
The London Hellenic Prize 
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Became Media Sponsors of Theatro Poreia in Athens, Greece and promoted their livestreamed perfor-
mances of Γιούγκερμαν - Junkermann, This is not Romeo and Juliet, Ευριδίκη - Eurydice, Το 
Θείο Τραγί - Holy Goat, Αρίστος - Aristos, Οιδίπους - Oedipus, Η Μεγάλη Χίμαιρα - The Great 
Chimera and Irene Skylakaki Trio. 
 
Supported the promotion of Dancing in the Streets – Urban Life in Medieval Constantinople, an 
event organised by the Society for the Promotion of Byzantine Studies and The Hellenic Society; Exca-
vating the Cradle of an Imperial Dynasty: The Material Culture and Prosopography of Byzan-
tine Amorion, a lecture organised by the Greek Archaeological Committee UK. 
 
Promoted the online screening of Όλα αυτά τα υπέροχα πράγματα - Every Brilliant Thing (a play 
that had also been performed at the Centre); Medea, produced by TheatreLab; the lockdown project 
Χρονικό για μία Aπουσία - A Chronicle for an Absence, a radio theatre performance by Ana-
stasia Revi; the weekly series Reading Greek Tragedy Online presented by the Centre for Hellenic 
Studies in Washington DC, the Kosmos Society and Out of Chaos Theatre; The Persians by Aeschylus, 
produced by National Theatre of Greece; Waves and Bridges a music project by Pavlos Carvalho & 
Friends. 
 
Despite the adverse situation, the Centre remained true to its mission, aims and objectives. It adapted 
to the new reality of virtual events and managed to connect people, support art and artists and pro-
mote in any way possible the culture of Greece and Cyprus. 

Messages from the Director sent by email during the Covid-19 period in 2020 
 
8 April  
 

Dear Members and Friends 
 

I hope you and your families and friends are all healthy and well. 
 

For many of us Easter is one of the most important days of the calendar with all of the traditions it 
brings together. This Easter – the Western Easter this Sunday 12th April and the Orthodox Easter next 
Sunday 19th April – will be different of course, and our thoughts are with all of those who are away 
from family during these challenging times. 
 

All our events from the middle of March until the end of May have been cancelled and the building is 
empty but we are going to reschedule the events at a later stage. When this time comes, we are look-
ing forward to bringing the Hellenic Centre back to its vibrant old self and renew the foundations on 
which the Hellenic Centre was built. 
 

And as many of you know, the Hellenic Centre celebrated its 25th Anniversary last year. A commemo-
rative book was printed in January which we started posting but unfortunately due to the virus situa-
tion we have not managed to post it to all our Members. Until we are able to do so, you can all see an 
electronic version of our work over the 25 years on this link here. 
 

We thank you very much for your continued support, for renewing your membership and for your do-
nations and look forward to welcoming you at the Centre. 
 

9 September 2020 
 

Dear Members and Friends of the Hellenic Centre 
 

I hope that you and your families are all well and healthy. 
 

It is six months now since the Centre had to close during these unprecedented times. I contacted you 
in April with the forward-looking hope that at this time you would be receiving our Diary of Events with 
the list of our autumn events. Unfortunately, this is not the case this year: the nature of the Centre 
means that an effective reopening of live events remains dependent on directions from the UK govern-
ment. 
 

In the meantime, we remain present through our Website, Facebook and other Social Media. I am 
pleased that many of you are following us there, as these will remain important channels for communi-
cation even after the Centre reopens. If there is one thing that this period has reinforced, it is the im-
portance of technology in addition to the irreplaceable nature of social interaction, and I encourage our 
members who are less familiar with technology to take the opportunity to interact with us there. 
 

We have a programme of virtual events for this autumn. Many are already on our website but soon 
there will be more, amongst them lectures from academics, presentations on Greek language, litera-
ture, health, archaeology, philosophy, concerts and exhibitions. 
 

The Centre is an independent charity. Contrary to what many people believe we have no major fund-
ing from governments or institutions. Historically we have relied primarily on our corporate venue hire 
in order to fund a rich and diverse cultural programme. The Centre is presently suffering financially 
and our income has dropped by more than 90% this year. It is therefore urgent and important that 
you can support us at this difficult time. We are thankful for the continued financial support from those 
of you who have been able to help and we hope that many more of you will consider doing so in the 
future. 
 

The Trustees of the Hellenic Community Trust are doing their best to support both the staff and the 
building so that we are ready to resume our activities as soon as this is allowed. 
 

We have been welcoming you to our events for 25 years and we are confident that we will overcome 
this terrible situation and that the Centre will once again be full of events and people. 
 

Please stay connected with us, enjoy our virtual events and we look forward to the time when we will 
welcome you to our building again. 
 

Warm regards 
 

http://www.ahepalondonapollon.com
http://anglohellenicleague.org
https://acguk.net
https://acguk.net
http://cypriotestiaoflondon.org
http://etelep.org.uk
https://cypriotfederation.org.uk/greek-cypriot-brotherhood/
http://www.gacuk.org
http://www.gacuk.org
http://hellenicbankers.org.uk
http://www.hesgb.com/
http://hellenicfoundation.org
http://hellenicmedicalsocietyuk.org
http://theioniansociety.org
http://lte.london
http://macedonia.org.uk
http://oinousses.com/4709/index.html
http://omilos-eksipiretiton.gr
http://omilos-eksipiretiton.gr
http://moderngreek.org.uk/society
http://hellenicsociety.org.uk
http://hellenicsociety.org.uk
http://londonhellenicprize.eu/
https://helleniccentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/25th-Anniversary-Commemorative-Book.pdf
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7 October 2020 
 

Dear Members and Friends 
 

Hope you are all well and safe. 
 

I just wanted to send a quick follow up to my email last month. 
 

On Sunday, we had our first on-line concert of this term, recorded in the Friends Room of our building. 
We were delighted that over 150 people watched a special afternoon of Greek music and I am person-
ally touched by your support to the musicians and to the Centre. 
 

Right now, your support is vital if we are to navigate the next few months. Whilst the Trustees and the 
Staff are doing their best to keep the Centre alive with cultural events such as the one above, and with 
corporate events which government regulations permit, this is not in and of itself sustainable. 
 

As such, donate generously and know that you are helping the community at a critical time. Please 
donate here. 
 

With many thanks and warm regards 
 

22 December 2020 
 

Dear Members and Friends of the Hellenic Centre, 
 

I have been proud of the community spirit that sustains the Hellenic Centre since I first became its full 
time director in 1997. I could never then have imagined the challenge that 2020 would have brought 
us, but at the same time could not be prouder of your support. 
 

I am personally so grateful for everything you have done to keep all our spirits up, including the num-
ber of messages asking about the welfare of the staff; the ongoing desire to know when you will be 
able to visit the Centre again; your support for our virtual events programme and the academics and 
musicians who have enriched it ; and the number of individual donations. 
 

The doors of the Centre may be closed to events, but we have not stopped working for the Centre’s 
present and future. All the Staff have had to adapt to working in the office or at home, with lots of 
administration, maintenance and planning of virtual and live events. We have not stopped! 
 

This is a hugely difficult time for everyone, with many of you being away from your home and families 
and my thoughts are with you all. 
 

As my own family know, I am an optimistic person at heart and believe that 2021 brings us better 
news, and that we will be welcoming you again at the Hellenic Centre soon. 
 

Christmas and the New Year remain a special time.  
 

My warm wishes to you and to your families. 

Messages from our Members and Friends 

http://a-bilbrough.com
http://anthealettings.com
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http://graysofwestminster.co.uk
http://libra-capital.com
https://loizouco.com
http://www.london-executive.com
http://www.marksandspencer.com
http://moorestephens.co.uk/Home.aspx
http://nhs.uk/Pages/HomePage.aspx
http://nicholassolicitors.com
http://odysea.com
http://askelena.com
http://piraeusbank.co.uk/
http://scmmedicaltraining.com
http://ueslondon.co.uk
http://uclan.ac.uk
http://uclan.ac.uk
https://platform.nationalfundingscheme.org/the-hellenic-centre/HELC001#.X1oBSXlKjIU
https://helleniccentre.org/virtual-events/

