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2019: THE YEAR OF OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
When I joined the Hellenic Centre as its Director back in 1997, little had I anticipated that my commit-
ment to the post for six months would become a commitment for life. And so, a bit more than twenty 
years after, I am pleased to report about  this exciting anniversary year. 
 

2019 was a year like every other year at the Hellenic Centre full of events cultural and corporate, full 
of music, art, interesting lectures and Greeks classes. At the same time it was also a year like no other 
as it marked the Centre’s 25th Anniversary and that is why we decided to celebrate it the way we 
know: with some extra special events organised specifically for our anniversary.  
 

In the Winter our Great Hall was transformed for the exhibition #TextMe_PaperFashion, an extraordi-
nary display of one of the largest collections of disposable paper dresses from the 60s alongside paper 
garments made by recycled pages from books or created by distinguished designers, which we organ-
ised in collaboration with the Greek Cultural Organisation ATOPOS.  During the exhibition, the lectures 
Paper Dress: Future of History and Walking Billboard or Wearable History? Paper Dresses from the 
Atopos cvc Collection made us aware of the symbolism and value of paper dresses and the use of the 
printed word in Fashion. 
 

Spring brought music with the Oxford Philharmonic Concert for the Hellenic Centre’s 25th Anniver-
sary and an exhibition from the Nicolas Collection which traced the journey of the Woman of 
Cyprus from the mythological era up to the present day. 
 

Our collaboration with the A G Leventis Gallery, Cyprus brought us in the Summer GENIUS LOCI - Io-
annis Kissonergis and British Landscape Painters which shed light to the first steps of Cypri-
ot Art in the early 20th Century.  
 

Early Autumn brought together Lykion to Hellinidon and the Hellenic Centre in A Festive Journey 
around Greece (Ταξιδεύοντας στα Πανηγύρια της Ελλάδας), a joined event for Lykion’s 40th and 
the Centre’s 25th birthday full of Greek Folk dancing. A two day event full of film screenings and music 
marked the culmination of our Anniversary Year Celebrations which coincided with the last days of 
Autumn. Our friends and members  watched the films Rosemarie, 1968 and Notias, walked with Iro-
The Artist along known musical paths and enjoyed a unique and lively performance of Bra-
zilian rhythms, New Orleans jazzy swings, Chicago blues and Greek melodies with Katerina Poleni & 
Her Band. Of course no celebration is complete w ithout a party; films and concerts over and 
with the music of DJ Avgoustinos for company we danced until the time came to switch off the lights 
and close the Great Hall.  
 

They say that tomorrow is another day and another day is always a new challenge! So, with this in 
mind and reflecting on the privilege and pleasure of being part of the Centre for over twenty years, I 
cannot but start, together with the office, Executive Board and the Trustees, preparing for another 
Hellenic Centre Year and laying the foundation for the Centre’s 30th Anniversary! 
  

AK 
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Exhibitions 
 

Nearly twenty years ago the family of Loukia Nicolaidou-Vassiliou, “an important figure of contempo-
rary Cypriot art”, acknowledged the role of the Hellenic Centre as a cultural venue by entrusting to us 
a small number of her paintings. It seemed fitting therefore on the occasion of our 25th Anniversary 
and 80 years after the first exhibition of Loukia Nicolaidou-Vassiliou’s paintings in London to open our 
2019 exhibitions in our Friends Room with a display of her work. 
 
Following this we have hosted MANI/ΜΑΝΗ–Painting the Southern Peloponnese: in the Foot-
steps of Patrick Leigh Fermor, a series of landscapes by Toby Wiggins; Desert Behind, pho-
tographs from Marrakech captioned by Natalie Katsou’s poetry; Intertwist, a mixed media exhibition 
by Kira Phoenix K’inan; Contemporary Iconography by Elena Papadopoulou, an exhibition organised 
and supported by the Cyprus High Commission–Cultural Section; The Nature and the History in the 
Paintings and the Gobelins from Greece, Cyprus and the Mediterranean, paintings and wall 
hanging tapestries by Libuse Mitkova; Agapanthus-αγάπη, ανθός, paintings by Anastasia Krokidi; 
Nepal-Through my Lenses, photographs of Nepal’s people and landscapes by Kostis Paraskevas; 
Echoes of the Past: Turkish, Venetian and Greek, a pop-up exhibition of posters, archival record-
ings, audio and video material of dialect speech organised by University of Oxford Phonetics Laborato-
ry bringing to light a mix of cultures in recent Greek history; Perpetual Nature, seascape paintings by 
Eva Apostolatou.  

Concerts, Theatre & Films 
 
The Hellenic Centre has always been supportive to young musicians providing them the opportunity to 
perform in a venue where established musicians have performed. It was wonderful to see coming back 
to the Centre Christos Fountos together with Angelina Pavlou as Duo Dithyrambico in a lunchtime pi-
ano concert as well as pianist Vasilis Rakitzis and violinist Oliver Nelson accompanied by Prof Roderick 
Beaton in Byron, Greece and European Musical Conversation, an event of music and poetry. We were 
happy also to welcome young performer Georgios Vardakis to our venue in a piano recital that took us 
in a musical journey covering three different centuries and give Dimitrios Rontsis the opportunity to 
organise Myth as a Source of Musical Inspiration, a Contemporary Perspective, a music event that was 
part of his University exam. Acclaimed Greek Cypriot pianist Dr Nicolas Constantinou also performed in 
a recital entitled In the Light of Music a programme of works by classical composers and contemporary  
Cypriot composer Constantinos Stylianou. 
 
Young performer and playwright Dimitra Barla appeared also on the Hellenic Centre stage in her one 
woman show in Greek The Cloakroom Attendant. Maria Vigar brought to us in the autumn Americana! 
a play in English set in Greece at the end of WW2 and inspired by true events. A stimulating discussion 
followed the performance. 
 
The 2nd World War featured also in the award winning documentary Life will Smile, directed by Drey 
Kleanthous and produced by Steven Priovolos. The documentary told us the true story of how the en-
tire Jewish Community of the Island of Zakynthos survived the holocaust and the Q&A session that 
followed gave to the audience the opportunity to raise questions for not widely known events brought 
into light. Our London audience had also the opportunity thanks to the Cyprus Cinema Series organ-
ised by the Cyprus High Commission-Cultural Section, to find out about the work of Cypriot directors 
Adonis Florides and Tonia Mishiali through the screening of their respective films Rosemarie and 
Pause and the Q&As that followed them. 
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Traditional, Social & Children’s Events 
 

Why do we celebrate traditions? For a start it is a way to remain close to home when we are away 
from home but at the Hellenic Centre each traditional celebration is a little bit more. It becomes a so-
cial event, it attracts Greeks and non Greeks alike and makes us all realise that sharing and fun build 
bridges of friendship. 
 
Like every year the first thing we and our Member Societies do when January arrives is to cut our Va-
sipolitta, the traditional New Year Cake. This year at the Hellenic Centre New Year Celebration we wel-
comed 2019 with vasilopita and a musical reminder of Love during the Era of the Operetta with Trio 
Lirico. Mr Kedros, our oldest Member and Trustee (107 years old!) cut the vasilopita in the presence of 
both our Council and Executive Board Chairmen. Carnival celebrations opened with the Lykion ton Hel-
linidon London Tsiknopempti Dinner and a show by its talented dancers and closed with the Hellenic 
Centre Kathara Deftera Dinner where Kourelou and London Greek Collective with their music trans-
ported us from one end of Greece to the other and had us all on the dance floor. Carnival gave way to 
Lent and a late Greek Easter which we celebrated at the Centre with the traditional red eggs and a 
concert of love songs from the early 40s to the present, that we named You’ve arrived like the 
Spring after the famous popular songs that links love and spring. Our doors opened for visi-
tors in June during the Marylebone Fayre, our neighbourhood’s local summer event where the hun-
dreds of visitors to the Fayre always enjoy performances by Lykion ton Hellinidon. The Welcome Back 
Coffee Morning in October, a long standing social event of Lykion, featured a talk by Dr D Tzanidaki
-Kreps on Hoelderlin and the Greeks. 
 
For any tradition to be properly observed and any fun activity to be truly complete children need to be 

part of it. We were happy to see so many of our young friends coming to Apple, Cinnamon and Sugar 

an interactive play with Theatro Fournos and engage in Easter arts, crafts and baking. A performance 

of Karaghiozis and the Riddles of the Vizier’s Daughter and a  workshop by Thodoris Kostakis, 

was a day of fun and gave them the opportunity to make their own shadow theatre puppets. The final 

note of our children’s events was Christmas Sparkle, Music Fun, Stars with Glitter and Baking with 

Love!, where children sang their heart out, listened to Christmas stories and baked and dec-

orated their very own biscuits. 

Lectures, Presentations & Literary Events 
 
When we say that the key element in the cultural programme of the Hellenic Centre is variety we do 
not always have to explain what are the different kinds of events we host. Sometimes it is sufficient to 
simply provide a list of the lectures, presentations and literary events we host and which cover such a 
wide range of topics: archaeology, religion, current affairs, history, medicine, gardening, family histo-
ries and many more. So in these last twelve months, the Hellenic Centre, its Member Societies, its 
patrons, Universities, cultural organisations and publishing houses alone or by joining forces created 
precicely this: a meaningful list of events full of variety that provided learning opportunities for every-
body. Just reading quickly through it will convince you that this is indeed the case. 
 

 Imag(in)ing the Ancient Greeks in Early Colonial Mexico: an Interactive Dialogue between 
Pre-Columbian Mesoamerican and Western European Cultural Legacy and Artistic Tradi-
tion by Dr Elizabeth Baquedano and Dimitrios Roussos - HC 

 The Diachronic Message of the Three Hierarchs by Prof. Constantinos Niarchos - Archdio-
cese of Thyateira 

 Symbols of Cosmic Descent in Byzantine Imagery by Dr Richard Temple – The Prince’s Foun-
dation, supported by the A.G. Leventis Foundation and the Hellenic Centre 

 Ancient Invisible Cities by Prof. Michael Scott - Anglo-Hellenic League and the Society for the 
Promotion of Greek Studies 

 Walking through the Landscapes of Marina Adams by Helli Pangalou - HC 

 Wagner and Greece by Helena Matheopoulos - HC 

 The Choregic Monument of Thrasyllos on the Southern Slope of the Athenian Acropolis by 
Konstantinos Boletis - Greek Archaeological Committee UK 

 Brexit: What Next? by Denis MacShane - Macedonian Society of GB 
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 Rethinking Language Education in the UK’s Greek Cypriot Diaspora by Dr Petros Kar-
atsareas - HC 

 Leventis Lecture Series - Doctors’ Stories by Dr Daniel King and Kinetic Art in Classical 
Antiquity by Dr Maria Gerolemou - Exeter University, supported by the Hellenic Centre 

 In the Flow of Self-Knowledge, Tracing Roots of Psychopathology and Identity by Rev Dr 
Gregorios-Chrysostomos Tympas - Eteria Ellinos Eistimonon 

 Sinop Kale Excavations: Investigations of an Early Greek Settlement on Turkish Black Sea 
Coast by Dr Jane Rempel - Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies 

 Macedonia after the Prespes Agreement - Macedonian Society of GB 

 Cutting Close to Home: The Post-war Adoptions of Greek Children through the Cinematic 
Lens by Gonda van Steen - Society of Modern Greek Studies 

 Contemporary Security Frameworks and Peace Talks in Cyprus - Cypriot Estia of London 

 Myths and Psychotherapy by Christos Papalekas and Dr Christos Papakyriakopoulos - HC 

 Stratis Myrivilis an event to mark 50 years from the death of the great author presented 
by his granddaughter Christina Angelopoulou - Supported by the Hellenic Centre 

 Constantinople and the Constantinopolitans through the Centuries – Association of Constan-
tinopolitan Greeks in UK 

 Beyond the Greek Crisis: Understanding the Greek Diaspora and its Ties with the Home-
land - South East European Studies at Oxford (SEESOX), supported by the Greek Embassy in Lon-
don and the Hellenic Centre 

 Dimitrios Skyllas: The first Greek Composer Commissioned by the BBC Symphony Orches-
tra in History: from Epidaurus to the Barbican w ith Paul Hughes, Dimitrios Skyllas and 
Dimitrios Kraniotis - HC  

 Alexander the Great Coinage: A Bridge between Different Cultures and Different Periods – 
Presentation of Global Culture Heritage in a Transactional Environment w ith Prof Andrew 
Meadows, Frederique  Duyrat, Dr Simon Glenn - Macedonian Society of GB 

 Wall Paintings of Cyprus during the Reign of the Lusignans by Prof Sophocles Sophocleous 
– The Centre of Natural and Cultural Heritage, Cyprus and the Hellenic Centre 

 Nearchos C Clerides, 50 Years later - Nearchos C. Clerides Cultural Foundation 

 Human Rights in Relation to the Property Issue in Cyprus – Latest Developments by Achil-
leas Demetriades - HC 

 Passionate Lacunae: towards a New Edition of Sappho by Prof Patrick Finglass - Society for 
the Promotion of Hellenic Studies 

 A Tribute to Antonis Samarakis - Hellenic Republic Ministry of Culture and Sports 

 136 Hermes Street and the Painter George Pol. Georghiou with Rima Outram - HC 

 Greece-Biography of Modern Nation by Roderick Beaton - The Hellenic Centre and Allen Lane 
Books 

 Three Anglo-Greek Families: Three Books by Sofka Zinovieff - Anglo-Hellenic League 

 The Woman of Cyprus, A Journey through Time w ith Androulla Vassiliou and Andria Zaf-
irakou - Cypriot Estia of London and the Hellenic Centre 

 Forty-nine Days in Hell w ith Savvas Pavlides – The Hellenic Centre and Elias Epiphaniou Publi-
cations 

 Portrait of an Author-The Work and Life of Anna Maniati with Kiki Sonidou and Katerina 
Mina - HC 

 Monemvasia-People, Place, Presence w ith Ann Eldridge - Monemvasia Photographic Society 
and Unicorn Publishing 

 Memories of the English School-An Alumni Reunion with Prof Kypros Nicolaides and Harry 
Sophiclides and The English School Nicosia Cyprus: A Historical Account 1900-1960 w ith Kyriacos 
Demetriades - English School Alumni UK 

 Aspects and Visions of Greece in European Travellers’ Imagery from the Renaissance on-
wards w ith Dr Aphrodite Kouria, Prof Bettany Hughes and Dr Theodoros Koutsogiannis - 
Board of Directors of the Panayotis and Effie Michelis Foundation, Supported by the Hellenic Centre 

 Fortune Favors the Bold-A Woman’s Odyssey through a Turbulent Century w ith Theodoris 
Modis - HC 

 Runciman Award - Anglo-Hellenic League 

 Hippocratic Oration – Hellenic Medical Society 

https://helleniccentre.org/event/cutting-close-to-home-the-post-war-adoptions-of-greek-children-through-the-cinematic-lens/
https://helleniccentre.org/event/cutting-close-to-home-the-post-war-adoptions-of-greek-children-through-the-cinematic-lens/

