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Overview of the Year 2018

When we reflect on the vast range of events taking place every year at the Centre and think of the
artists, musicians, academics, writers and other gifted individuals who bring to us their work and tal-
ent we feel immense joy.

For us at the Hellenic Centre every single event has its own special story and its own special place in
the Centre’s history. That is why it is never an easy task to decide which events were the highlight of a
successful year. Difficulties aside, we will mention here a few from the long list of the events hosted
at the Centre in 2018.

The play Andronikos or the Painter inspired by the troubled life of the Cypriot painter Costas Stathis
came to the Centre for two performances only, following successful stagings in Nicosia in 2016 and at
the Michalis Cacoyiannis Foundation in Athens in 2017. This event was one of the last organised by the
Cultural Section of the Cyprus High Commission under Achilleas Hatzikyriakou, a great friend of the
Centre with whom we had enjoyed many successful collaborations. The highlight of our September
events was Six Nights on the Acropolis, a play based on the only completed novel by the Greek Nobel
Laureate poet George Seferis. The play, directed by Anastasia Revi and with the famous Greek musi-
cian Stamatis Kraounakis on the stage, marked a new collaboration between the Centre and London
based TheatreLab and enjoyed three sold out performances. A double screening of the Greek film
Amerika Square, followed by a Q&A session with the director Yannis Sakaridis, producer
George Lemos and actress Ksenia Dania was another major sold out success.

Cypriot pianist and composer Christodoulos Georgiades honoured us with a musical celebration of his
75™ birthday with a programme that included some of his compositions performed by himself and oth-
er well known musicians. We also had the pleasure to organise, with the support of the Hellenic Foun-
dation for Culture, an evening of music ranging From Chopin to Hatzidakis with pianist Dora Bakopou-
lou and singer Elli Paspala. Proceeds from this event went to the Lyreion Idryma, the orphanage de-
stroyed in Mati, Attica in July 2018 by the wildfires.

To mark the exhibition Charmed Lives in Greece: Ghika, Craxton and Leigh Fermor at the British Muse-
um, the Centre organised a talk with art historian and exhibition curator Evita Arapoglou. The Centre
as always hosted exhibitions with the retrospective exhibition Angelos: Let There Be Light featuring
prominently in its spring programme. This was the first solo exhibition in London of the renowned
Greek artist Angelos in over two decades.

Amongst our many lectures and presentations, we should mention C. P. Cavafy: The Poetics of History
and the Music of Poetry which was organised to mark the English edition of the book C. P. Cavafy:
Historia Arcana — A Hidden History by Stefanos Geroulanos. This unique presentation, dedicated to the
great Alexandrian poet, consisted of a series of presentations, a concert with the first musical settings
of Cavafy’s poetry by Dimitris Mitropoulos and an exhibition of coins, posters and paintings related to
his work.

Although the majority of our events are suitable for all ages we always felt that children need to have
events to call their own. The interactive play Mia Zaxapévia Zuvrayn - A Sugary Recipe, the
workshop Ta&idebovTag He €va apxaio kapapi / A journey in an ancient boat and the event
"Christmas breads and holiday hearts ... this is the way the holiday starts!” gave children the
opportunity to communicate in their mother tongue, exposed them to Greek traditions, engaged them
in arts and crafts but most importantly gave them days of fun and laughter!

This year the Centre participated again in the Open House weekend, it received a special visit and
great reviews from the London Appreciation Society and gave to the numerous visitors who came to
admire the building’s architectural features a glimpse of Greek culture.

2018 was intense, not only because of the high volume of events. It also involved a lot of preparation
for 2019 the year which marks our 25" Anniversary. With 2019 half way through, some of our special
anniversary events have already taken place but an exciting two day celebration is coming up in the
Autumn. It will be a great pleasure as always to welcome you and celebrate with you the success of
the Centre which would not have been possible without your support.
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Exhibitions

Over 20 years ago we took the decision to give to artists from Greece and Cyprus and to non Greek
artists whose work is inspired by the Hellenic culture the opportunity to exhibit their work in the
Friends Room. It is rewarding to see how warmly artists embraced this initiative and wonderful to
have such versatile work exhibited at the Centre.

This year in the Friends Room we had The Preparation a series of black and white photographs by
Kostis Paraskevas focusing on the "behind-the-scenes" preparation and feelings of every performance
by the Lykion ton Hellinidon London, The Byzantine World of Ilias Kontozamanis paintings, previously
presented at Sismanogleio Megaro (Istanbul Greek Consulate) and inaugurated by his Holiness, Bar-
tholomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Point of «You» Dora Constantinou’s paintings
showing the story of the “other”, Impressions of the Peloponnese photographs by landscape
and seascape photographer, Ravenna Moncreiff, with images of the southern Peloponnese, Shades of
Cyprus paintings by Cypriot born architect Yiannis Pareas, Myths and Realities an exhibition
featuring works of selected artists and curated by Marina Emphietzi, Where Do You Come From photo-
graphs by Dimitris Kourakos on our secret connection with nature, in collaboration with performance
artist Agni Kapuscinska, A Skein of People and Colours Unravels in India Georgios Zampas photographs
from his inspiring journey to India, Beautiful Moments of LIFE an exhibition by Tonia Theodorou on art
becoming jewellery and Between Hope and Despair Margarita Mavromichalis photographs of the refu-
gee camps in Lesvos.

In our Great Hall we hosted Angelos: Let There Be Light, Moments of Glory Selene Alexia
Christodoulou’s photographs of the Olympic Games Rio 2016, Frequencies Awakening Andrew Poly-
viou’s debut art exhibition and SuAoouUvn - Xylosini Nikos Tilkeridis’s unique wood crafted objects.

Concerts, Theatre, Dance, Films & Music Events

A rich programme of music recitals reflected the talent of young artists at the first steps of their ca-
reers as well as that of established artists. Our music programme, varied and covering as always clas-
sic, modern, traditional and folk repertory included Reminiscing the Greek Songs of the Past a piano
and voice recital with Rafaella Charalambous and Christos Fountos, Greece and England Meet through
Violin and Piano with British violinist Oliver Nelson and Greek pianist Vasilis Rakitzis, An Evening
with Chopin with Nicolas Constantinou, The Passion Crossroad - Pasiones Cruzadas with
Greek-Cypriot soprano Vivianna Giannaki and Argentine/Italian composer and guitarist Mariano Gil,
From Chopin to Hatzidakis with Dora Bakopoulo and Elli Paspala, "CHRISTODOULOS AT 75’


http://olivernelson.co.uk
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with pianist and composer Christodoulos Georgiades and his musician friends and Women of Rebetiko
a concert and a talk by Nooni Minogue which were part of the Rebetiko Carnival, dedicated to the
great female icons of rebetiko Eskenazy, Abatzi, Bellou, Haskil, Georgakopoulou.

A screening of the film Amerika Square - NMAaTeia ApgpikiG directed by Yannis Sakaridis followed by
a Q&A and a jazz recital with the protagonist Ksenia Dania accompanied on the piano by Ioannis Chris-
todoulou in between screenings attracted a great audience.

Coming Home to the Other: a Greek, a Turk and Stories of a Shared Past an event of words
and music with Stella Kasimatis and Pelin Turgut gave voice to family histories, Andronikos or the
Painter a play by Eurydice Perikleous Papadopoulou brought to life the story of an unknown
until recently Cypriot artist, Six Nights on the Acropolis a theatrical performance directed by Anastasia
Revi with Stamatis Kraounakis narrated a story of love and friendship, “Youkali” The Pursuit of
Happiness directed by Angeliki Petropetsioti turned Kurt Weill's well known song into a fascinat-
ing play and Melina Theocharidou performed outstandingly in ‘OAa auta Ta unépoxa npdaypara -
Every Brilliant Thing and participated in interesting Q&A sessions with the director Ioli An-
dreadi and play authors Duncan Macmillan and Jonny Donahoe.
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Social, Traditional, Children’s Events

Traditional celebrations are an integral part of our cultural programme and an opportunity for Greeks,
Greek-Cypriots and non Greeks to get together. Every New Year starts with the cutting of the Vasilo-
pitta and the members of the Centre and those of its Societies gather to celebrate. The Hellenic Cen-
tre’'s New Year Celebration for 2018 was filled with the music of the Jiannis Pavlidis Jazz Trio.

Carnival was celebrated at the Tsiknopempti event by Lykion ton Hellinidon and The Hellenic Centre
Kathara Deftera with live music by members of Kourelou-Greek Collective and lots of dancing.
MixdaAng ZouyioUA: To Tpap 1o TeAeutaio / Michalis Sougioul: The Last Tram was the Cen-
tre’s Easter Celebration music event with members of the London based group Plastikes Karekles per-
forming their own arrangements of a selection of Sougioul’s most popular songs.

The social Welcome Back Coffee Morning by Lykion ton Hellinidon featured a lecture by Dr. Petros Kar-
atsareas on The Cypriot Dialect. The Christmas Bazaar with traditional Greek sweets, embroideries,
organized by Lykion ton Hellinidon set us us in motion for the festive season.

This year our young friends had the opportunity to enjoy Mia Zaxapévia Zuvrayn — A Sugary Reci-
pe an interactive play in Greek followed by Easter activities. The educational workshop Ta&i-
dslovTag He €va apyaio kapdpBi / A journey in an ancient boat followed by a tour to the A G
Leventis Gallery at the British Museum brought to life and made known to themthe world of Cypriot
antiquities. "Christmas breads and holiday hearts ... this is the way the holiday starts!” on the
other hand showed children how to make the traditional Christmas festive bread, inspired them to
create their own Christmas decorations and had them a performance of a Christmas Greek tale and
participate in Carol singing.
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Lectures, Presentations & Literary Events

Whether organised by the Hellenic Centre or its Member Societies lectures, book launches and poetry
or literature events are so versatile that they attract each time a different audience.

C. P. Cavafy: The Poetics of History and the Music of Poetry was our first literary event in
January 2018 which was followed by Crossing the Wine Dark Sea with Paul O’'Mahony reciting selec-
tions from Homer’s Odyssey and modern poems about refugees and presentation of X@wpog-Xpovog
(Time-Space) a book of poems by Konstantina Kolokythas Stamatelopoulou’s poetry book, AAAayn
®dpoupdag (Change of Guard) a new poetry collection by Clelia Charissi, Nasso the Greek translation
of Franco Rampazzo’s novel, Secrets under the Sun a novel by Cyprus-born bestselling author Nadia
Marks "Echoing Word... from the infinite to the world, from the world to the human, from the
human to the self” the poetic work of the contemporary Greek poet and philosopher Dimitris Kaka-
lidis and NMatpEida - Home-a seen-land the new poetry composition by Yannis Efthymiadis.

People, cities and areas of interest in Greece, Asia Minor and the Levant were topics presented in
Greeks in Anatolia and the Black Sea Region by Dimitra Stasinopoulou, The Queen of Cities
- The Story of Constantinople from Prehistory to the Present by Bettany Hughes, The De-
lights of Constantinople in 18th Century Greek Literature by Peter Mackridge and Carmarthen to
Cairo via Smyrna and Cyprus: the Rees family 1850 to 1950 by Tom Rees, Synthesis: Theo-
dore Ralli, a Cosmopolitan Orientalist by Dr Maria Katsanaki, An Evening Dedicated to Mount
Athos with Graham Speake,Konstantinos Rigopoulos, Alice- Mary Talbot and Nicholas Shake-
speare and My Thessaloniki - A Personal Tour of the City and its Culture by John Kittmer, former
UK Ambassador to Athens.

Byzantium and medieval Cyprus featured in Byzantine Chant in the Anglosphere an event on Byzantine
musical traditions with prominent speakers and members of Cappella Romana and the School of Byz-
antine Music and in Princess Anne of Cyprus - The Cypriot Duchess of Savoy a talk by Greek Cyp-
riot author Mary Pyrgos respectively.

War and society were featured in the lectures A Baptism of Fire: Patrick Leigh Fermor on the Greek-
Albanian Border 1940 by James Pettifer, The Macedonian Front 1915-1918: Soldiers, Nurses and
Politicians at the Forgotten Front, Hitler's Island War-The Battles of the Dodecanese in
WWII by Julie Peakman and Adoption, Memory, and Cold War Greece: Kid pro quo? A lec-
ture by Prof. Gonda Van Steen, new Koraes Professor at King’s College London.

[— |

Art and philosophy were discussed in Myths, History and Art: Thirteen Essays on Art as Deception by
Sir Basil Markesinis QC, FBA. and Philosophy and Leadership by Ioannis Fikas. The environment
was the topic of Climate-Change, Biodiversity and the Need for Action in Today’s Hellenic
World a talk by Anastasios P. Leventis CBE, OFR, Chairman of the A G Leventis Foundation
whereas Social Media and the Greek Language (In)visibility was discussed by Professor Alexandra
Georgakopoulou-Nunes.

Inspired by the exhibition Charmed Lives in Greece: Ghika, Craxton and Leigh Fermor at the
British Museum the Centre organised a lecture in English, by Evita Arapoglou hosted a talk on A Roma-
nian Romance-The story of Paddy Leigh Fermor and Princess Balasa Cantacuzino by Alan
Ogden and the presentation of the books The Photographs of Joan Leigh Fermor: Artist and Lover edit-
ed by Ian Collins and Olivia Stewart and More Dashing: Further Letters of Patrick Leigh Fermor by Ad-
am Sisman.

With Brexit featuring on the press discussions on Beyond Brexit: What comes next for EU Nationals?
The Brexit Effect on the Status of EU Citizens as well as an EU Citizens’ Rights Informative
Session took place.

Like every year we hosted the Celebration of Christian and Greek Literature by the Archdiocese of
Thyateira, Runciman Award, Papanikolaou Prize and the Hippocratic Oration.

The year finished with The Ninth Andreas A David Biennial Memorial Lecture which was delivered
by Edward Schumacher-Matos from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts Universi-
ty.



