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Overview of the Year 2016 
 

One of the many challenges we face by being part of London, a city that culturally has so much to  
offer, is reaching out to new audiences. The number of people visiting our Centre every year shows 
that we always meet this challenge successfully. 2016 marked another busy year full of art, music, 
science and a lot more. It was also the year our cultural links expanded further and saw us joining 
forces with even more academic institutions. 
 

Our support and hosting of a two-day conference organised by Royal Holloway, University of London 
under the auspices of the High Commissioner for the Republic of Cyprus and the Ambassador of the 
Hellenic Republic highlighted how vital our role is. Discussing the impact of the Greek Cypriot and 
Greek Community in the United Kingdom on culture, commerce and politics in the Hellenic Centre, a 
cultural entity that owes its existence to the vision, work and fundraising of our community was a trib-
ute to the achievements of the Hellenic diaspora. 
 

Our acquaintance with the Levantine Heritage Foundation started in 2012 when some of their mem-
bers delivered a series of talks on the occasion of our most successful exhibition on Smyrna. It seemed 
fitting therefore to host at the Hellenic Centre their 2016 London conference.  A high caliber event 
brought to the Centre an international audience and prominent academics from all over the world.  

Talks on Smyrna and Constantinople, as expected, featured prominently on the talks delivered. 
 

Spike Lee’s Chi-Raq was one of the films shown at the London Film Festival 2016. It also featured at 
the Hellenic Centre in a talk which was part of a conference organised by the Open University and 
demonstrated how Lee re-imagined Aristophanes’ ancient Greek play Lysistrata as a modern-day hip-
hop musical in today’s Chicago. 
 

Always aware of what is happening in the contemporary Greek and Cypriot cultural scene, we were 
happy to bring all the way from Athens Katerina, a play that amazed audiences in Greece and resulted 
in four sold out performances at our Centre and to also host a day dedicated to Cypriot short films that 
won awards at the National Competition of the International Short Film Festival of Cyprus 2015. 
 

We hope that 2017 will prove an equally, if not more, fruitful year! We shall endeavour to expand fur-
ther our cultural network and to embrace as always in our cultural programme our community, 

Greece, Cyprus and our host country! 

Exhibitions 
 

Hanging Gardens Tonia Avdelopoulou combined material configuration and musicality to create an 
extraordinary urban landscape. During the private view, the artist together  with Aliki Avdelopoulou, 
Artemis Tsoukalas and Nikos Karagkiaouris gave a memorable music performance. 
 

AKASH & RUPA Dividing SPACE and Creating FORM Caterina Hadjilias used division of space and 
definite forms to create abstracted shapes. 
 

About Shadows - υπό σκιάν Theofanopoulou- Parikaki helped us explore through her photographs 
how light and shadows together with the human presence in a specific place can strike some of our 
innermost chords.  

 

Mosaic Odysseys: An Exhibition of Contemporary Mosaics by Mosaicists from Greece and the 
UK  A unique exhibition of mosaics inspired by the story of Odysseus brought together acclaimed art-
ists Artemis Klitsi, Vaso Spanou, Lydia Papadopoulou, Ioannis Touliatos, Alexandros Bassadis, Eftychia 
Finou, Nathalie Vin, Dugald MacInnes, Kate Rattray, Ariana Puntin and Aliyahgator. The exhibition 
hosted at the Centre was part of of a Summer Festival of Mosaics being held in London, Athens and 
Mykonos during the summer of 2016. 

 

The Journey of the Hellenic Boats   Through his camera lens Andreas Theologitis captured the de-
tails of boats as they are born, live and pass away and brought to surface their irrevocable link to the 
history of Greece. 

 

Happy Feet Vasso Trigka demonstrated how the use of colour allows every image in her paintings to 
transcend  itself to an almost abstract composition and to convey a positive message. 
 

REBOOT/REROOT Amaryllis Kostaropoulou adopted part of the vast representations found in her 
native Greek culture and showed us through her artwork pieces how creativity can be a remedy 
against the absurd world. 



Hellenic Community Trust 

a Company limited by guarantee  

Charity Reg. No 1010360 

Registered office: Enstar House 

163/173 Praed Street 

London W2 1RH  

Reg in England No. 2643543 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Hellenic Centre 

16-18 Paddington Street 

Marylebone 

London W1U 5AS 

T: 020 7487 5060 

F: 020 7486 4254 

E: info@helleniccentre.org 

www.helleniccentre.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HELLENIC CENTRE NEWS 

is published by  

The Hellenic Centre Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2017          ● ISSUE NO 22 

Book Presentations 
 
 

Sounion Revisited: The Sanctuaries of Poseidon and Athena at Sounion in Attica Book by 
Zetta Polychroniadis presented by Sir John Boardman, Prof Catherine Morgan, Oxford University and 
Dr Lesley Fittom, British Library. 
 

Αταξίες Θεών – The Encounters of Myths and Medicine Presentation of Spyros Retsas’ book  and 
discussion on the parallel lives of Aristotle and Darwin. 
 

Hearts of Stones  Book launch of new novel about betrayal and friendship during World War II at a 
Greek island by Simon Scarrow, Sunday Times best-selling author. 
 

Beyond the Earth, beyond the Mind, beyond the Myth, a Story True A presentation of the poetic 
trilogy by the contemporary Greek poet and philosopher Dimitris Kakalidis. 
 

Cyprus: A culinary Journey Marianne Selentin-Trager presented her new cookery book. 

Music 
 

Music holds a prominent place in our cultural programme. In 2016 we were happy to have organised 
concerts that promoted Greek and Greek Cypriot composers and musicians. 
 

Classical & Contemporary 
Omodos Duo The talented Greek Cypriots Ippokratis Argyrou (guitar) and Marios Ioannou (violin) 
gave a recital which included Astor Piazzola’s 3 Movements of the History of Tango. 
 

Shonorities   Greek composer Basil Athanasiadis, presented his work in an unusual evening  of tradi-
tional Japanese music accompanied by dance in original Japanese Kimonos, with the ensemble Shon-
orities: Makiko Goto (koto),  Naomi Sato (sho), Shie Shoji (voice), Aisha Orazbayeva (violin). 
 

12 Preludes The work of Constantinos Stylianou, one of the most prominent young Greek Cypriot 
composers was performed by Eleni Mavromoustaki (piano), and Victoria Mavromoustaki (violin), pre-
ceded by a panel discussion on the relationship between music and the visual arts. 
 

A Folk Inspired Piano Music including Polonaize op 71 in D minor by Frederic Chopin and Sonatina 
by Mikis Theodorakis was performed by Stavroula Thoma. 
 

The Sound of 3 Generations  Groundbreaking young composer from Greece, Dimitrios Skyllas, per-
formed his work as well as music by John Cage and Giorgos Koumentakis.   
 

Chamber Music Recital  Cellist Pavlos Carvalho  was joined by distinguished international award win-
ning musicians  Lucy Jeal (violin), Alexandros Koustas (viola) and  Karine Selo (piano)  for an evening 
of romantic chamber works which included Schumann’s Piano Quarter in E-Flat major and Brahms ‘s 
Piano Quarter no 3 in C minor. 
 

Greek  
Famellos - Drogosis - Gourgiotis Upcoming and beloved song-makers, Manolis Famellos, Stathis 
Drogosis, and Panos Gourgiotis embarked on a European tour in April. London and the Hellenic Centre 
was a must! 
 

The History of the Greek  Folk Urban Songs – Rebetiko  Accused, censored and banned for years, 
Rebetiko is perhaps the most known branch of Greek urban music outside Greece. The performance 
and presentation, part of the Rebetiko Carnival 2016, explored the  inspirational influence of Rebetiko 
to new and emerging music genres from around the world and was complimented by an exhibition of 
musical instruments.  

Literary Events 
 
 

Critical Times, Critical Thoughts – Contemporary Greek Writers Discuss Facts and Fiction           
A series of literary talks organised by the Hellenic Centre in 2011 on the Greek and Greek Cypriot 
Literrature resulted in the publication of a book, edited by Natasha Lemos and Eleni Yannakakis.  The 
book was presented in a discussion amongst Bruce Clark, Roderick Beaton and Maria Margaronis. 
 

Ancient Sites, Modern Interventions and Literary Reactions Series of lectures on Modern Greece 
and the Classical Tradition focusing amongst others on the works of Greek poets Elytis, Seferis and 
Cavafy, with Dr Polina Tambakaki , King’s College London. 
 

Raging about Achilles Paul O’Mahony  brought a fresh perspective to the classical text of Iliad and 
explored, through his dramatic readings, its enduring influence. 
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Hellenic Bankers Association - UK 
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Hellenic Foundation 

Hellenic Medical Society 
Hellenic Psychiatric Association (HPA-UK) 

Ionian Society 
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London Hellenic Society 
Lykion ton Hellinidon 

Macedonian Society of Great Britain 
Oinoussai Benevolent Fund 

Omilos Eksipiretiton (Servers’ Society) 
Society for Modern Greek Studies 

Society for the Promotion 
of Hellenic Studies 
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Lectures 
 

Archaeology, history, classics, politics, finance, travel, culture, society, medicine, well-being... are but 
a few of the topics covered in the lectures and award ceremonies we organised and/or hosted. 
 
 

Launch of the Reading’s Corpus of Cypriote Antiquities An event celebrating the catalogue publi-
cation of the 113 Cypriote objects in Ure Museum, University of Reading. 
 

Recent Excavations of Tombs of the 11th-19th Cant. B.C. at Palaepaphos on Cyprus by Prof 
Vassos Karageorghis  about the excavations that have brought to light burial customs and offerings 
which resemble descriptions in Homeric epic (8th century BC ). 
 

Thessaloniki, from Cassander to the Crusaders: Faces of the Metropolis through the Ages   
by archaeologist and author Dr John Leonard. 
 

The Three Hierarchs and the Byzantine School: Spiritual and Educational Lessons for our 
Times Presentation by Dr Charalambos Dendrinos, Royal Holloway, University of London on Christian 
and Greek literature.  
 

Clothes Maketh the Man: Fashion and Society in Medieval Cyprus by Ioanna Christoforaki  Cen-
tre for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Art, Athens. 
 

Material Faith: The mosaic of the Archangel Gabriel in Hagia Sophia, Constantinople and the 
Angels of the Panaghia Angeloktistos, Kiti, Cyprus by Prof Liz James. 
 

The Hospitallers (Knights of St John) in Mainland Greece, the Aegean and Turkey: 1306-
1522 by Michael Heslop, Royal Holloway, University of London accompanied by an exhibition of photo-
graphs of Peloponnesian Castles.  
 

In the Footsteps of Alexander the Great: Further reflections of an Epic Journey by Michael 
Wood. 
 

Patrick Leigh Fermor in Special Operations Executive in Crete by Costas Mamalakis, Crete’s 
leading expert on the Second World War and the resistance in Crete.  
 

What is Greece – Reflections on the Historical Trajectory of a Modern Nation by Dr Stathis 
Kalyvas Yale University USA. 
 

A Land of Refugees: Greece in the current Migration Crisis by Prof Renee Hirschon, St Peter’s 
College, Oxford. 
 

Journeying the Greek Islands: From Venice to Istanbul – with a last word of Patrick Leigh 
Fermor Presentation by Harry Bucknall. 
 

The Enduring Influence of Greek Culture   Drawing on his personal experience, his wide reading 
and a highly peripatetic life as a Speaker and Geo-political Advisor in three continents Sir Basil Mar-
kesinis QC, FBA explained the longevity of ancient works and how Greek thought helped shape what 
we now call Western Culture.  
 

Patrick Leigh Fermor and Friends: Explorations in his Archive by Sir Michael Llewellyn Smith. 
 

A Celebration of Greek Language and Culture Education in the UK, Classics in Communities, 
University of Oxford and Cambridge. 

 

Ten things you ought to know about Democracy in Ancient Greece by Prof Paul 
Cartledge,Cambridge University. 
 

Clothes, Commerce, Cultural Identity – An Australian Greek family‘s legacy with Geoffrey 
Conaghan. 
 

The Right to Vote A presentation on allowing Cypriot Refugees in the UK to vote in a Cyprus election. 
 

Cyprus and the Financial Crisis – The Controversial Bailout and What it means for the Euro-
zone with John and Jonathan Theodore Referendum by  Lobby for Cyprus. 
 

Stand Up for Greece: Exceptional People Making a Difference   Reload Greece showed the pow-
erful stories of individuals who are making a difference, with Paola Schwartz, Katerina Matiatou, and 
Kyriakos Kyriakopoulos.  
 

Saving the Greece we love Presentation of the work of Elliniki Etairia and their fight to preserve the 
unique environment and cultural heritage of Greece.  
 

Launching Giving for Greece A presentation of a Greek charity. 
 

Hubris Syndrome Asclepian Oration delivered by Lord David Owen. 
 

How to Live to over 100 (but not how you expect!)  with gerontologist  Dr Marios Kyriazis on 
unusual but scientific methods of improving life span. 

 

Harnessing Viruses for Gene Therapy and Modelling of Neurological Diseases - Hippocratic 
Oration 2016 by Prof. Nicholas Mazarakis, Imperial College,  London.  

 

Trauma and its Impact on the Patient’s Life and Family by Prof Peter Giannoudis , University of 
Leeds.  

 

Biennial Memorial Lecture for Andreas A. David  
 

Lord Dobbs of Wylye, politician and famous author of House of Cards delivered in November the 
eighth A A David Lecture, organised by the Hellenic Community Trust, in memory of its first Chairman 
and founder member of the Hellenic Centre. The title of the lecture, which attracted a great audience 
and generated a lovely Q&A session was The Future of Europe. 

Award Ceremonies 
 

The Runciman Award 2016 presented to the winning book on Hellenic Studies. 
 

Papanicolaou Prize Competition 2016 on original works in the fields of medicine , biochemical sci-
ences or related areas. 
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Celebrating Traditions 
 

Traditions and social events have always a place in our cultural programme. We tend to start our year 
on a musical note and finish it with a sweet one. 
 

Our traditional Vasilopitta evening to celebrate the New Year cannot be anything else but a musical 
event. We welcomed 2016 with The Ark of Time, an event with singers Fanis Mezinis and Elena Had-
jiafxenti accompanied by Pavlos Carvalho (cello/bouzouki,  Andreas Papapetrou (piano /accordion), 
Giannis Photiades (percussions) who entertained us with a medley of songs by Hadjidakis, Theo-
dorakis, Plessas and others. A great number of our Member Societies also celebrated their Vasilopitta 
event at the Centre. 
 

Carnival was celebrated at Lykion ton Hellinidon’s Tsiknopempti, an evening with Greek food, music 
and Greek dancing. The beginning of Lent saw the end of carnival celebrations with our Kathara 
Deftera with a traditional vegetarian lunch and live music.  
 

The Hellenic Centre’s Easter Celebration featured Greek singer and pianist Iro who took us on a musi-
cal journey ”Straight to the Heart” with songs of world famous composers, contemporary Greek 
artists as well as her own  greatest hits. 
 

The Christmas Bazaar organised by Lykion ton Hellinidon marked the end of the festivities with deli-
cious homemade kourambiedes and melomakarona, the traditional Greek and Cypriot Christmas 
sweets. 

Cinema 
 

Short films, feature films, documentaries, new or long-established directors... No matter what it is,  
screenings focus on the visual but tend to lead to fruitful discussions... As always the Centre embraces 
the challenge! 
 

Cyprus Short Film Day 2016 Film screenings were followed by discussion with a panel of film mak-
ers and film scholars.   
 

Eden is West by Costas Gavras was the feature film of the 2nd London Hellenic Festival followed by 
a discussion with the audience on national identity and the sense of belonging and live music with 
Giorgis Christodoulou and Anastasia Spyrou. 
 

Samothrace Following a screening in the Centre Culturel Hellenique, Paris the documentary by Ange-
liki Aristomenopoulou on the cultural paths of Samothrace, was shown in London followed by a presen-
tation by Alexandra Mitsotakis. 

Theatre 
 

Katerina Based on the The Book of Katherine by Auguste Corteau and adapted for the stage by direc-
tor Yorgos Nanouris, the play dominated the theatre stages across Greece for two consecutive years. 
The intimate space of the Hellenic Centre was the perfect place for Katerina’s visit to London. The ex-
ceptional Lena Papaligoura,in the role of Katerina,  joined on stage by Yorgos Nanouris and musician 
Lolek embarked on a narrative of a true story of love, suffering and self sarcasm and drew us heart 
and soul in the heroine’s chaotic life. 

Conferences 
 

The Levant and Europe The 2nd International Conference of the Levantine Heritage Foundation took 
place in London and was hosted at the Europe House and the Hellenic Centre.  
 

Greeks and Cypriots in the United Kingdom, 1815-2015: Culture, Commerce and Politics           
A conference with speakers from Greece, Cyprus and the UK. 
 

Warriors’ Wives in the Chicago ‘hood: Rapping with Lysistrata in Spike Lee’s Chi-Raq The 
keynote lecture by Prof Edith HallF, King’s College London, for the Open University Conference on Mar-
ried to the Military: Soldiers’ Families in the Ancient World and beyond was delivered at the Hellenic 
Centre.  


