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Overview of the Year 2014 

This embroidery of The Hellenic Centre by 

Lucy Vandoros marks the year of our 

inauguration and has graced the podium 
in the Great Hall in the last 20 years 

The celebrations of our 20th Anniversary  started with a   
spectacular exhibition: ‘Patterns of Magnificence: Tradition 
and Reinvention in Greek Women’s Costume.’  This exhibition 
brought together over 40 superb original pieces from the          
18th to the early 20th century.  Richly embroidered costumes 
made from an astonishing assembly of fabrics in stunning 
colours were set off by equally wonderful jewellery.          
Throughout February, the duration of the exhibition, there 
were numerous lectures on related themes by distinguished 
academics. We are very proud to have been able to host this 
truly magnificent exhibition and grateful to the family of the 
late Koula Lemos who sponsored it in her memory. 
 
Our celebrations continued throughout the year with a series 
of lectures, music, exhibitions, book launches and celebrations 
of our traditions. Further details are provided inside but last 
year we had the largest number of events ever, so it is      
impossible to list them all. 

Our 20th Anniversary! 

The events directly celebrating the Anniversary were held on the weekend of 15-16th November 2014, 
20 years after the inauguration of the Centre in November 1994  by Mr. Glafkos Clerides, the then 
President of Cyprus, and 21 years after the blessing of the building before its refurbishment, by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I. The Centre was buzzing with activities and visitors throughout 
the weekend. The Friends and Members rooms displayed exhibitions by five well-known artists, jewel-
lers and potters. A photographic exhibition by Costas Balafas, a post-war humanist photographer, pro-
vided a unique testimony of Greek history and society, focusing on the struggles of ordinary Greeks in 
their daily lives. The festive spirit in the Great Hall was enhanced by paintings of places in Greece and 
welcomed our members and visitors to a full programme including dances from the Lykion ton Hellini-
don group, screenings of films by Greek and Cypriot directors and delightful musical entertainment in 
the evenings. The celebrations also took place outside the Hellenic Centre with guided visits to the 
Greek and Greek Cypriot rooms at the British Museum. This important year ended with our annual 
Christmas fund-raising Lunch. 

We are now looking forward to the next 20 years and, with this in mind, we would like to tell you a 
little about the funding of the Hellenic Centre.  It always surprises people to learn that unlike many 
other cultural organisations, the Hellenic Centre is self-funded and independent of any government.  
We sometimes receive donations and help from governments and large foundations for which we are 
extremely grateful, but we raise most of our income ourselves through venue-hire to outside corpora-
tions. This is essential as even maintaining the building is very costly. Other important sources of in-
come are through the support of our Membership and Greek language classes. If we didn’t raise in-
come in these ways we would not be able to offer most of our cultural events without an entrance fee, 
as they cost a lot of money to run. 
 
We would ask you all to continue supporting us through your participation and if you are not already 
members please consider also helping us in this way. We are now registered for Gift Aid options.  We 
are proud and happy to have been able to run the Hellenic Centre so successfully for 20 years. With 
your help and support, we hope we can continue to provide an equally rich programme and stimulating 
events for the next 20 years. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our future events. 
 

A.K. 



Member Societies 

Anglo-Hellenic League 

Cypriot Estia of London 

Episteme – The Association of British 

Cypriot Professionals 

Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon 

Greek Archaeological 

Committee (UK) 

Greek Cypriot Brotherhood 

Hellenic Bankers                   

Association-UK 

Hellenic Engineers Society 

Hellenic Foundation 

Hellenic Medical Society 

Hellenic Psychaitric 

Association (HPA-UK) 

Ionian Society 

Lobby for Cyprus 

Lykion ton Hellinidon 

Macedonian Society                   

of Great Britain 

Oinoussai Benevolent Fund 

Omilos Eksipiretiton (Servers’ Society) 

Peloponnesian Association      

of Great Britain 

Society for Modern Greek  Studies 

Society for the Promotion 

of Hellenic Studies 

Great Hall  
The major exhibition in the Great Hall was at the beginning of the year- Patterns of Magnificence: 
Tradition and Reinvention in Greek Women’s Costume.  The multiform traditions of Greek 
women’s dress are among the richest and most splendid in the world. This exhibition brought together 
over forty superb originals from the eighteenth to the early twentieth century, many of which were on 
display in London for the first time.  Most of the costumes came from the superb collection of the Pelo-
ponnesian Folklore Foundation in Nafplio and two from the Benaki Museum of Athens. The dolls were 
leant by the Lyceum Club of Greek Women, Athens. This wonderful exhibition was in memory of Koula 
Lemos and was sponsored by George & Natasha Lemos and Dino & Calliope Caroussis.  
Later in the year we hosted a photographic exhibition of Occupied Famagusta and a talk by Mr 
Alexis Galanos, Mayor of Famagusta, followed by a short film of the occupied city. 

 

Friends Room 
On the walls of the Friends Room we exhibited the work of nine artists.  
The major exhibition here was Costas Balafas: Photographic Memories of Modern Greece and 
came from the Benaki Museum in Athens. Costas Balafas is one of the post-war humanist photogra-
phers whose work determined the course of Greek photography. His photographs are a unique testi-
mony to Greek history and society, where the struggles of the ordinary Greeks in their daily life fea-
ture predominantly. Shadowplay - a series of paintings by Ioakim Raftopoulos showing spontaneous 
gesture and experimentation with new materials. Double-Decker - an exhibition of paintings by Gian-
nis Bekiaris  who expresses on canvas all those elements that fascinate him in the cityscapes of Lon-
don. Ariadne Kritonos had her first solo exhibition of collages The Existing Real.  Stephanie 
Sampson’s the Faces of Nemesis - an exhibition of watercolour portraits  of our time from the streets 
of Athens.  Mount Athos- by John Doyle an exhibition of paintings of Mount Athos, one of the only 
places left in Europe that has kept a pristine landscape. The paintings of Jane Cochrane Ithaka Revis-
ited captured the elements which make Ithaka an enchanted island. Ivars Pundurs, the Latvian Am-
bassador to Greece, exhibited his Photographs from Greece which reflect the artist’s inspiration by 
Greece. Colours of Greece- an exhibition of paintings and pottery by Katerina Daniolou-Soroula, Ra-
nia Kapeliari, Georgia Kokkini, Niki Markianou and Niki Michailidou. In addition, there was a Jewellery 
and Pottery Exhibition by Sotis Philippides, Daphne Krinos, Marina Kulukundis, Liana Pattihis, and 
Christina Soubli.  
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Exhibitions 

Ερως Ανίκατε Μάχαν – Eros Conquers All (Sophocles 495 BC) A wonderful evening  with  Greek 
Love Poems from Antiquity to the 17th  century by the composer Christos Pittas ,  performed by three 
highly acclaimed Greek artists: the mezzo soprano Margarita Syngeniotou, the violinist Pantelis Sta-
matelos and the guitarist Antonis Hatzinikolaou. The composer presented the world premiere of an 
original song cycle of poetry by Sappho, Sophocles, Euripides and Kornaros, among others. He set to 
music the original Greek texts, including some 16th century Cypriot love poems from the ‘Rime d’ 
Amore’ manuscript, found and kept in Venice. 
 

A recital with Stathis Mavrommatis on saxophone and Christina Panteli on the piano included original 
works and transcriptions for saxophone and piano by Mediterranean and other composers. 
 

Sing Like Home: An evening with Music from Greece and the Mediterranean, Demo-Deux 
(Anastasis Sarakatsanos- piano and Spyridoula Baka- vocals), armed with only a piano and their 

voices travel across the musical traditions of the East and West uncovering as they go along the hid-
den treasures of each land.  Live the Swing, Jazz Music was an evening of music and dance. The 
group Diminuita, part of the gypsy jazz scene, played tunes alluding to Reinhardt, Grapelli and others. 
Michalis Tagkas at a Piano recital performed Beethoven’s Sonata Opus 110 and Chopin’s Barcarolle 
op.60, Mazurka no.4 op.17, Ballade no.4 op.52. 
 

Art & Melodie Vocal Trio  (Ismini Giannakis, Sophie Llewellyn Smith, Marie Verhoeven) and Olga 
Kononova on the piano entertained us with songs by Manos Hadjidakis. Katerina Polemis Quartet in 
a Theatrical Jazz Performance performed music from her first album Spread the Music not the Name in 
the style of theatrical gypsy jazz, along with jazz and Brazilian standards interpreted in her unique, 
theatrical way.  Ermis Theodorakis gave a Piano Concert with works by Contemporary Cypriot com-
posers.  
 

Από τις Αυλές στα Σαλόνια & Δουλειές με Φούντες. From the Courtyards to the Living Rooms & 
Work like Crazy. Documentaries based on Dr Angeliki Milonaki’s books presented the “modernisation” 
of post war Greece through some of the most popular characters, quotes and scenes from the “golden 
era” of Greek film of the 50s-60s-70s. 
 

13 Knocking at my Door - Χτυπούν την Πόρτα Δεκατρείς  A documentary by Athina Krikeli on 
Cyprus.   Wish that the road is a long one ... / Να εύχεσαι νάναι μακρύς ο δρόμος... 150 Years 
of Constantine P Cavafy  A multi-media event organised by St George’s Greek School in Kingston 
and presented by students.  

The Journey – a short film shot in Greece directed by Lance Nielsen and produced by a team of 
Greek and British filmmakers.  
 

Μικρά Αγγλία/Little England  The award winning drama by  celebrated filmmaker Pantelis Voul-
garis, set on the picturesque island of Andros in the 1930s and ‘40s . 
 
 

Papadopoulos & Sons, a feel-good comedy about family bonds set in London, is the independent 
directorial debut of Marcus Markou. 
 

Theatre/Music/Films 



Company Members 

A Bilbrough & Co Ltd 

Anthea Investments Ltd 

Bank of Cyprus UK 

Bonhams-The Greek Department 

Bright Grahame Murray 

Chandris (UK) Ltd 

Chios Navigation Co Ltd 

Crowe Clark Whitehill LLP 

CSAM UK Ltd 

Curzon Maritime Ltd 

Cyprus Tourism Organisation 

Eagle Ocean Ltd 

EFG Private Bank Ltd 

Embiricos Shipbrokers 

Fafalios Ltd 

Faros Maritime Ltd 

Fastbeck Ltd T/A Halepi Restaurant 

Future Intelligence 

Grays of Westminster 

Greek Nannies 

It’s All Greek 

Latsco (London) Limited 

London Scribes 

Moore Stephens 

NHS  

Nicholas & Co 

Odysea Ltd 

One Stop Weddings Ltd 

Piraeus Bank S.A. 

Reward Gateway (UK) Ltd 

Royal Bank of Scotland 

Ryman Limited 

Southern Shipping & Finance Co Ltd 

Surgical Conference Management 

University of Central 

Lancashire-Cyprus 

University of Westminster 

? What If ! Innovation 

  

 

January 
Paper Icons - Orthodox Prints, A Nineteenth Century Icon - Painters’ Collection of Greek 
Religious Engravings and their Role to Painters by Dr Claire Brisby, Courtauld Institute of Art  
showed how an unknown collection of prints in a Balkan icon-painters’ archive illuminates our under-
standing of Greek religious engravings and painters’ use of them in their work.  
Θρησκευτικός και παιδαγωγικός ανθρωπισμός στο έργο των Τριών Ιεραρχών και ιδιαίτερα του 
Ιωάννη του Χρυσοστόμου by Prof Emmanuel D Perselis (organised by the Archbishop). 
Amorgos: The Ancient Tower at Horio-Aghia Triada and the Adjacent Buildings of Later 
Times by Professor Emerita Lila Marangou  (organised by the Greek Archaeological Committee UK). 
 

February 
From Loom and Needle to Canvas and Paintbrush: Images of Greek Costume in 19th and 
20th Century Painting  by Evita Arapoglou  unfolded the story of modern Greek painting through the 
layers of Greek costumes, the people who wore them and the artists who painted them. 
Dressed to Kill or Dressed to Rule?  A talk by Dr Philip Mansel discussed the politics of dress, with 
special reference to Greece in the 19th century. What Lord Byron Saw in Greece (1809-1811) by 
Prof Roderick Beaton followed the travels of the young Lord Byron through Greece and western Asia 
Minor. 
Traces and Influences of Greek Local Dress in Contemporary Fashion and Costume Design  
Dr Sofia Pantouvaki presented a selection of designs from the fields of fashion and theatrical costume 
by Greek, Cypriot and international couturiers and costume designers. 
Athena’s Craft: Greek Textiles and their Meaning  Panel discussion: Dr Ian Jenkins, Ioanna Pa-
pantoniou, Dr Shelagh Weir and Dr Athena Leoussi explored the place of textiles and costumes in life 
and society with an emphasis on the semiotics of the human body and its adornment. 
“Old Embroideries of the Greek Islands and Turkey” An Exhibition at the Burlington Fine Arts 
Club 1914.  Ann French, a textile conservator, used selected embroideries from the 1914 pioneering 
embroidery exhibition to trace collecting histories.  
 

March 
Christian Unity and the Council of Florence (1439) by Dr Charalambos Dendrinos, Royal Holloway 
College , University of London (organised by Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon). 
Dr Elizabeth Baquedano, Institute of Archaeology, UCL and Camille Michelsen Koutoulakis gave a talk 
on Dionysus and Tlaloc the ancient Greek God and the ancient Aztec God.  
 

April 
Terrorism in Greece: Will It Ever End? by Dr George Kassimeris, Reader in Terrorism Studies at 
Wolverhampton University (Hellenic Centre) 
The Development of Greek Shipping Dynasties: Succession across Generations A workshop 
with Dr Loukas Glyptis and  Professor Panikkos Poutziouris  from UClan University Cyprus and Mr John 
Faraclas. 
 

May 
Greeks in London  a book  presentation by Professor Emeritus Nicandros Bouras with the discussants 
Professor Richard Clogg, Dr Victoria Solomonidou, Dr Georgios Evangelopoulos, Dr Filippos Mavrosk-
oufis and Dr Effrossyni Gkrania-Klotsas (organised by the Macedonian Society of Great Britain and the 
Hellenic Medical Society). 
The Re-Hellenization of Greek since 1750 by Professor Peter Mackridge Emeritus Professor of 
Modern Greek, Oxford University  (organised by the Society for Modern Greek Studies).  Slaves in 
their Chains Presentation of Konstantinos Theotokis’s novel first published in the 1920s. 

 

June 
Hellenism in Great Britain by the Ambassador of Greece, HE Mr Konstantinos Bikas on the occasion 
of the Greek Presidency of the Council of Europe 
A Lost Church of Byzantine Constantinople: The Perivleptos by Professor Jonathan Harris, Pro-
fessor of the History of Byzantium, Royal Holloway, University of London (organised by the Society for 
the Promotion of Byzantine Studies and the Hellenic Centre). 
Unthinkable Histories: The Nation’s Vow and the Making of a Fantasy in Greece,  lecture by 
Dr Dimitris Antoniou (organised by Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon) 
Fury of the Gods  Presentation of Loulla Christodoulou’s fascinating book on ancient Greece 
(organised by Cypriot Estia of London and The Hellenic Centre). 
 

July 
Events in Phocaea 1914 – Photographic Documents by Felix Sartiaux  presented by Haris Yi-
akoumis to mark the 100 year anniversary of the persecution and expulsion of Greeks from the coast 
of Asia Minor.  
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Lectures/Presentations 
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September 
From the Levant to the City of London: Greek Merchant Bankers and the Greek Community 
of London in the 19th Century  by Katerina Galani  traced the transition of Greeks from the Aegean 
islands and ports to the inter-national financial centre of the City of London and shows how they ex-
panded their trade business and became merchant bankers in the City. 
Greece: from Junta to Crisis Cultural Genealogies and European Perspectives This event 
marked the 40th anniversary since the fall of the junta in Greece. Prof Antonis Liakos,  Prof Yannis 
Stavrakakis , Dr Elisabeth Kirtsoglou and others examined how the crisis has led Greeks to rethink 
political attitudes, cultural discourses and conceptions of identity established since 1974  (Universities 
of Birmingham and Oxford, with the Hellenic Centre)  
The Sunrise Presentation by Victoria Hislop of her latest book set in the city of Famagusta, Cyprus. 
 

October 
1864-2014: Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Unification of the Ionian Islands with 
Greece Lecture and  exhibition by Dr Victoria Solomonidis followed by traditional dances by the Lykion 
ton Hellinidon (The Hellenic Foundation for Culture UK, the Hellenic Centre, the Ionian Society and 
Lykion ton Hellinidon). 
 

November 
Carl Jung and Maximus the Confessor on Psychic Development by Rev Dr Chrysostom G Tym-
pas with Professor Renos Papadopoulos (Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon, Hellenic Medical Society). 
The Euro Crisis: Is it ending and what does the future hold? By Professor Sir Christopher Pis-
sarides, Professor of Economics and Political Sciences and Nobel Laureate in Economics in 2010. The 
seventh Andreas A David Biennial Memorial Lecture (Hellenic Community Trust). 

JANUARY 2015          ● ISSUE NO 20 

 

Every year the Hellenic Centre and Member Societies celebrate the customs and traditions of the Cyp-
riot and Greek Diaspora. At the beginning of the year , the Hellenic Centre, the Lykion ton Hellinidon, 
the Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon , the Hellenic Medical Society and the Peloponnesian Society celebrated 
New Year evenings with the traditional Vasilopitta cake.  Later in the year we celebrated Kathara 
Deftera with a traditional vegetarian lunch to celebrate the beginning of Lent and Easter was cele-
brated with live Greek music, dance, food and cracking red eggs. 
 

Ὦ γλυκύ μου ἔαρ,Thou art my sweetest Springtime An event in Greek dedicated to the Orthodox 
hymns of the period before and during the Easter Holy Week (organised by the Education office of  the 
Embassy of Greece and  the Cyprus Educational Mission in cooperation with the School of Byzantine 
Music of the Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain). 
 

Cypriot Folk Tradition – Κυπριακή Λαϊκή Παράδοση Traditional songs, poems and dances were per-

formed by children of the Cypriot Community. (Organised by the Cyprus Educational Mission in the UK 
and supported by the Hellenic Centre). 
 

National days were also celebrated.  25th March Celebration of the War of independence of 1821 
(organised by the Peloponnesian Association of Great Britain) and  28th of October -Greece at War: 
Marking 70 Years since the End of “Hitler’s Greece”  (organised by the Society for Modern Greek 
Studies and supported by the Hellenic Centre). 
 

The Fundraising Committee of the Hellenic Centre organised three events this year. 
In June a Well-being Day at the Centre where people could try out various health-enhancing activi-
ties which included Yoga and Laughter Yoga, therapeutic head massage and talks on healthy living 
including Nutrition for the Brain.  In the same month they organised a Visit to the Ashmolean Mu-
seum Exhibition “Cézanne and the Modern: Masterpieces of European Art from the Pearlman Collec-
tion” and in December the Annual Family Lunch with Latin Soul Dancing by Fredy Montero and raffle 
with exciting presents. 

Fundraising /Traditional/ Social Events 


