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Overview of the Year 2017

2017 was a rich and successful cultural year. Aiming to include rather than exclude we organised, as
always, events that were varied and attracted different audiences.

As we welcomed the new influx of mainland Greeks who moved to London we realised that for many of
them we are a home away from home. This has created more demand for events in Greek and our
responsibility to our younger friends became a priority. To date we have put on The Boy with the Blue
Hair, a play in Greek performed by theatre Fournos which was followed by a variety of carnival activi-
ties like the traditional gaitanaki and a Christmas workshop where they had the chance to sing kalanta
(Greek Christmas Carols) and bake tasty kourabiedes. We were happy we gave them the chance to
hear their mother-tongue outside of Greek school and the home and we promise to organise more
events like that for them.

Of course, as always, we had a diverse cultural programme of lectures, recitals and exhibitions in place
with established speakers or artists. At the same time however, opportunities were given to emerging
academics and young talent. The list is long but to highlight this I will mention that we were happy to
have the well-known Greek-Cypriot composer Tasoula Christou presenting her work at the Centre but
we were equally thrilled to invite Beau Pluto, a very young Greek-German pianist, and emerging talent
in the world of classical music.

The Greek language courses were as well attended as ever. The beginning of the new academic year
saw our old students returning and a great many new ones registering for our Beginners courses. It is
very rewarding seeing adults of all nationalities to learn our language and at the same time immerse
themselves in our culture and attend many of our events.

We participated for the first time in the Open House Event, opening our doors to the public to dis-
cover the story behind our elegant building which dates back to the 1900s. This also gave our new
visitors the opportunity to have a taste of Hellenic Culture as we organised specifically for this week-
end two very interesting exhibitions.

With another year behind us and a new more challenging one ahead of us, we reflect, plan our new
cultural programme and prepare arduously for 2019, when we will be celebrating our 25™ anniversary.
We are very much looking forward to this and are preparing an exciting programme of events to mark
the occasion.

Social Events & Traditional Celebrations

We welcomed 2017 at our New Year Celebration with the traditional vasilopitta, wine and live music by
The Greek Collective & Christina Maxouri. Lykion ton Hellinidon and the Hellenic Medical Society
also had the traditional vasilopitta event for their members at the Hellenic Centre.

We moved into the Carnival period with a celebration dedicated to our little friends. Fournos Theatre
brought on stage the theatrical play The Boy with the Blue Hair and lots of Carnival related creative
activities followed the performance; children made kites, masks and practiced gaitanaki, the Greek
traditional maypole dancing. Lykion ton Hellindon celebrated Tsiknopempti and our Carnival social
events finished with Kathara Deftera’s traditional vegetarian dinner with live music by Pavlos Melas,
Christos Georgakis and Vangelitsa Giamaiou. This was an opportunity for everyone to dance, socialise
and celebrate the countdown to Easter.

We chose to celebrate Easter with a music programme featuring Songs of Smyrna; Marina De-
ligianni, Spyros Bolovinis, Konstantinos Glynos and Maria Tsirodimitri brought to us ‘Smyrneika’, the
songs born in the Anatolian taverns of Smyrna (Izmir) of the early 20" century.

After the summer holidays a Welcome Back Coffee Morning was organised by Lykion ton Hellinidon
and the Centre started getting ready for the next celebration. Christmas came early for our little
friends with I'm dreaming of a Greek Christmas. In November a workshop centred around Greek
Christmas traditions had children and their parents baking traditional Christmas cookies (kourabiedes),
singing Christmas Carols and making little decorative paper boats. It was a fun day for everybody es-
pecially for parents who turned into children again! The last event for 2017 was the Christmas Ba-
zaar by Lykion ton Hellinidon where visitors were able to buy homemade sweets, new year diaries and
artefacts.
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Exhibitions

Photographs, paintings and installations made 2017 another year rich in exhibitions! We started the
year with Demarcation, a collection of photographs by Thomas Nicolaou that showed us how we
create our own mental archive of images, people and places. Marina Emphietzi- Harris took us to her
Sea of Life, revealing to us natural forms of a real world in a semi abstract or conceptual way while
Irene Daniolou-Neophytou depicted the refugee camps crisis with her exhibition in TRANSIT.

We welcomed spring with The Birds and the Trees by Afrodite Papadouli whose work evoked the
human conflict of attachment and the need to be free and escape. Maria Fotaki revived in Pathos be-
yond Words Greek Easter rituals; Andreas Georgiadis took us to a journey in space and time past
with his Constantinople paintings and Eleni Sanikou, focusing on the present, brought us back to the
Aegean Sea. Young photographer Georgios Zampas introduced us to beauty and its different inter-
pretations with Beauty: A Controversial Concept and Hambis Tsangaris and Giorgos Konstantinou
work narrated some interesting Cypriot Tales.

The participation of the Centre for the first time in the Open House weekend, allowed Andreas Geor-
giadis to visit us again and present his Mediterranean Encounters through a series of paintings of
cities that occupy a prominent place in literature. Our second guest for this special weekend was Trian-
tafyllos Vaitsis; his installations of Mind Caves inspired us to re-read Plato’s cave allegory.

Plato’s theory featured also in Konstantinos Spiropoulos exhibition Assumption over Assumption.
Elizabeth Katsamaki took us to sunny Brazil through her photographic exhibition Portraits and Fig-
ures of Light while Manes Pangalos captured the picturesque region of Peloponnese in his Mythical
Peloponese: As Seen by the Gods exhibition. Phaedon Constantinidis completed the year capturing
the beauty of colours and emotions in his exhibition From Realism to Abstract.

Lectures, Presentations & Literary Events

Whether organised by the Centre, its Member Societies, Embassy Cultural Departments or Tourism
Organisations lectures, presentations and literary events cover such a vast variety of topics. Whether
they aim to inform, educate, mark a celebration or an award, initiate a debate or discussion, present
new books, projects or the attractions of our homeland, they feature prominently in our cultural pro-
gramme and attract a wide audience. In 2017 alone we organised and/or hosted over thirty such
events. Just listing them is evidence enough of the variety, quality and quantity of such events.

Jewish People in Cyprus organised by the Cyprus High Commission

Where in the Mani was the Frankish Castle of Megali Maini (Grand Magne) by Michael Heslop,
Royal Holloway, University of London, accompanied by an exhibition of photographs entitled “Patrick
Leigh Fermor and the Castles of the Mani: Establishment or Intrusion?”.

Ancient Douria-Dea Syria Temple by Dr Theodora Skoura and Dr George Skouras, Centre for the
Study of History of Ancient Thouria.

Celebration of Christian and Greek Literature the annual lecture of the Archdiocese of Thyateira.
Aristotle on Rationality in Action by Professor Anthony Price, Birkbeck College.

Greeks of Armenia by Dr Marina Mkhitaryan.

Under the Sceptre of Nestor: Excavations at the Mycenaean Capital City of Iklaina by Profes-
sor M Cosmopoulos, University of Missouri, St. Louis; organised by the Greek Archaeological Com-
mittee UK.

Spring Lecture of the Society for the Promotion of Modern Greek Studies by Professor Tim Whit-
marsh.

The Tumulus Kastas and the Lion of Amphipolis 2012-2014 by archaeologist Mrs Katerina Peris-
teri; organised by the Macedonian Society of Great Britain.

Remember Salonica Front WW1 organised by the Tourism Office, Municipality of Thessaloniki.

A Journey to the World and Thoughts of Mikis Theodorakis by Cypriot journalist Kostas Serezis
followed by a recital with Aliki Kayaloglou and Antonios Avtheliotis and complemented by an exhibition
of photographs and documents related to the talk.
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Leventis Lecture Series and Celebratory Event on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the A
G Leventis Foundation’s long standing support to the University of Exeter.

Saving Greece: Lessons from the Past, Challenges for the Future a panel discussion organised
by the Macedonian Society of Great Britain.

Two Greek Museums - Perceptions of Space and Time by architect Avgi Tzakou

Medical Therapies across Frontiers organised by the Hellenic Medical Society UK.

The Greek Light through Nikos Kazantzakis by Yannis Smaragdis and Niki Stavrou complemented
by preview screenings of scenes from Smaragdis’s film Kazantzakis.

The Battle for Crete, May 1941 - A Personal Perspective by Simon Forrester organised by the
Patrick Leigh Fermor Society.

Staying on Top: The very Dangerous Life of a Byzantine Emperor by Dr Mark Whittow; organ-
ised by the Hellenic Centre and the Society for the promotion of Byzantine Studies.

The Greek Crisis and the Politics of the Past by Dimitris Tziovas; organised by the Society for
Modern Greek Studies.

Runciman Award organised by the Anglo-Hellenic League.

The Silk Roads by Dr Peter Frankopan, Oxford University; organised by Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon.
Wonders of the Cyprus Hill Resorts, a presentation organised by the Cyprus Tourism Organisation
Constantine the Great, Founder of the Byzantine Empire and Ioannis Kapodistrias, Founder
of the Hellenic State by Ioannis Kornilakis; under the auspices of the Archdiocese of Thyateira and
Great Britain.

“And I sing. I bear the chants, word and poetry, wisdom and clay” an event on the work of
poet and philosopher Dimitris Kakalidis; organised by Omilos Eksipiretiton.

Can Ancient Greek Texts be Sung to their Original Music by Dr Armand D’Angour, University of
Oxfrod; organised by the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies.

Nikos Kazantzakis: a Retrospect, 60 Years from his Death by Professor Roderick Beaton; organ-
ised by the Anglo-Hellenic League.

Asclepian Oration by Professor Sir Simon Wessely; organised by the Hellenic Psychiatric Association.
Maria Callas, The Sacred Flame - A tribute to the Legendary Diva on the 40" anniversary of
her death by Helena Matheopoulos; dedicated to the famous soprano to mark forty years after her
death.

Hippocratic Oration by Professor Peter Giannoudis; organised by the Hellenic Medical Society.
Euripides in Macedonia by Sir Basil Markezinis, QC, FBA; organised by the Maceonian Society of
Great Britain.

The Battle of Eastern Mediterranean by Lieutenant Colonel Graeme McDonald; organised by the
Patrick Leigh Fermor Society.

The Geography of Cyprus in the Middle of the 19* century - Evidence from Lord Kitchener’s
Historical Map of Cyprus by Dr Christos Chalkias, Harokopio organised by the Sylvia Ioannou Foun-
dation and the Hellenic Centre.

Papanicolaou Prize 2017 organised by the Hellenic Medical Society.

Security and Defence in the Aegean and the East Mediterranean a round table discussion organ-
ised by the Anglo-Hellenic League, Hellenic Observatory, London school of Economice and King’s Col-
lege, London.

Memory and Harmony Lecture by Bettany Hughes followed by a piano recital by Panagiotis Gogos to
celebrate the 25™ Anniversary of the Hellenic Institute, Royal Holloway, University of London.

Among the Lemon Trees A book presentation by Nadia Marks.

syn[chrono]sides Launch of a double-side book created by artists Maria Ikonomopoulou and Anasta-
sia Mina; Organised by the Cultural Section, Cyprus High Commission.

The Louvre Murder Club A book presentation by Christos Markogiannakis

Meet the Authors a literary event organised by the Society for Modern Greek Studies.

Austerity Measures poetry readings by the awarder collection Austerity Measures and discussion
with Professor Karen Van Dyck, Columbia University, Maria Margaronis journalist and translator and
poets Yiannis Efthymiades and Elena Penga. Introduced by Professor Roderic Beaton, King’s College,
London.
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Concerts, Theatre, Dance, Films & Music Events

The art of performing, whether live or on screen, always fascinates people. We were happy to host
screenings of old, new and awarded films and to also have with us this year exceptional musicians,
talented dancers, actors and directors who embrace innovation and face challenges.

An evening with Tasoulla Christou gave us the opportunity to discover and enjoy the work of the
talented Cypriot composer Tasoulla Christou performed by a number of distinguished musicians.
A Festive Chopin Piano Concert performed by pianist Michael Tangas gave the opportunity to lovers
of classical music to enjoy the works of the great romantic composer. Light and Shadow featured
Greek and French songs by the contemporary Cypriot composer Constantinos Stylianou, performed by
Zoe Nicolaidou (soprano) and Nicolas Costantinou (piano). Beau Pluto: The Liberation celebrated
the release of the debut CD of the Greek-German pianist Beau Pluto; the young and talented pianist
captivated the audience with works by Chopin, Schubert, Brahms and other. Tanguero Passion per-
formed by the group Tango44 took the audience to the world of Astor Piazzolla and Argentinean tango.
Yaroumbi-Classical Settings of Greek Folk Songs introduced works of Ravel, Seiber, Konstantini-
dis and Hadjidakis inspired by folk music performed by sopranos Elena Xanthoudakis, Christiana
Aloneftis and mezzo soprano Louisa Barry along with a chamber ensemble conducted by Anastasios
Strikos. The Greek Side of Ottoman Music- The Manuscripts of Petraki Lambadarios with world
-known ney player and master of traditional Sufi music Kudsi Erguner and his talented student from
Cyprus Giannis Koutis (ud and vocals) introduced the works of Petraki Lampadarios, great singer of
the Patriarchate, composer and musician of the 18™ century.

Marios Iordanou, Sofia Kazantzian and Valentino Valassis brought to life Dionysios Solomos’s master-
piece The Cretan in a breathtaking theatre performance. Yiorgos Panteleakis performed The Killing
of the Revellers-Odysseus, Red Rhapsody X an unusual and interesting play which gave a new
perspective to the audience of Homer’s epic poem Odyssey. ‘A.dd dance company’ taught us how to
express ourselves in their dance workshop Everybody Can Dance and then delivered Picturae Vitae
a mesmerising performance with Aimon Garofallou, Dimitra Vasilopoulou and Dimitra Papadatou.

Lost, found and restored silent film Astero, first premiered in April 1929, was screened at the Hellenic
Centre, the way silent films have always been projected, with live music accompaniment by the com-
poser Philip Tsalachouris. For a third year running the Centre supported and hosted the London Hel-
lenic Festival organised by Ark4Art. A screening of the film El Greco by Yannis Smaragdis and of
the documentary Smyrna, the Muse of Ionia followed by fruitful discussion and a live concert were
the main festival events. Cloudy Sunday-Oulepi Toitoavng, a film directed by Manousos
Manousakis and a live concert by the group Plastikes Karekles dedicated to Vasilis Tsitsanis brought
together fans of film and rebetiko music. In this sold out event the audience had the opportunity to
discuss the film with the director and learn from Vasilis Tsitsanis’s granddaughter stories about his life
and work as well as the true identity of the fictional film characters.
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