SUMJET e LEVENTIS EXHIBITION

THERE & LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE
meecheval period, from 191 untd 1571,
was the most colourful era in the Jong
and tumultuous histary of the idand
of Cypru

It began with the arrival of King Richard
the Lionheart of England during the 3rd
Crusade. Richard deverted his joumy to the Haoly
Land to rescue his sister and Bancée. The twe
ladies, traveling separately from Richard, had been
shipwrecked ofl the coast of Lemesos and wers
being hedd hostage by the self-proclimed Byzantine
ruler of the wand. lsasc Comnenie. Richard came, e
conquened, married his bride and, after fess than 2
month, he feft. But in those few shon weeks he managed to
change the courve of the slnd's hstory forever.

A few months bter, Fachard sold his nights in the iland
o the Templars. They didn’t last long In Apl 1192, an
uprising by the local populace against them, farced the

FEhir information contact: g
enic Centre, 16-18 Paddington Street, i s
| :_‘ . London WIU 5AS, R

4 ?' 5080. www helleniccentre.org s

immediately sold @ again to the ousted King of jenusasiem, Cougy
de Lusignan.  Two years lter, Guy's brother and successor
established the Kingdom of Cyprus and his descondents ruled
s lngs of the island until 1489, when it came into the
possesuon and admsmstration of the Republic of Vene.

Durng the: following 82 years of Venetian rule, Cyprus
prospered. s cities, especially Leflkosia and Famagusta

deveicped into important urban centres,
with economc and poltical stabdity and
a thrvng eustry in ants and crafis.
The Great War of Cyprus, fought
between the Venetians and the invading
Ottomans, lasted for thirteen months. The
sege of Lefkosia followed by the siepe and heroic
fall of Farragusta marked the end of the mediesd
and renaissance periods of Cyprus. The loss of the
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Venice and effectively closed Ewrope's gate to the
Middle East and eastern Mediteranean

Colours of Medieval Cyprus — Aspects of daily
Life 1191-1571, is being hosted durng May 2004 at the
Hedleric Contre in central London, on the histonc oocason of
th accession of Cyprus to the European Union,

The exhibition cleverty presents characteristic elernents
of medeevial Cypeus through the impressive glazed ceramic
cellection and other medieval pieces from The Leventis
Murcipal Museurn of Lefooas

Cypriot glaed pattery, with #ts motifs and decorstions,
5 & valuable source of information on the daily ife of the
ponod  Falconers and ther Bilcons. werkhng scenes, dancers
and lnights, together with binds and anemals, brng the period
to e offenng us a unique glmpse into the Ntrguing medeval
world of Cyprus.

The estibition, which takes place a1 the Hellene Centre,
Lendon, from 4th — 30th May, & organised by The Leventis
Murucipal Museum of Micosia with the sponsorship and
apport of the Cypors Minstry of Education and Culture and
the AG. Leventis Foundation. |



