Map the Stories and the
Heritage of London

Layers of London: mapping the city’s heritage
The Layers of London project will create a ground-breaking interactive online map through an
extensive programme of public engagement and crowd-sourcing, resulting in a dynamic website
allowing users to explore and engage with London’s history. No comparable website exists.
Imagine being able to peel back the layers of London’s history, all the way to the Roman period, and
explore interactively – wherever you are – the story of London’s remarkable, diverse and sometimes
turbulent history over 2,000 years and its evolution into the city it is today.
Led by the Centre for Metropolitan History, Layers of London is a partnership with the British Library,
Museum of London Archaeology, Historic England, London Metropolitan Archives and The National
Archives, and a wide range of local partners.
It will also be a co-production with the public, using a range of ways - social media, online tools,
workshops and training events - to involve people of all kinds across London’s diverse boroughs and
beyond. The end product will create a lasting legacy for London’s heritage, through a sustainable
website allowing content to be added for at least 20 years. The legacy for this project is enormous,
including the possibility of replicating the map nationally.
The project is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Engagement & Outcomes
The project will bring together some of Britain’s most important collections of maps, images and
other resources supplied by London’s main heritage centres. We will work with groups, societies and
archives to train volunteers across London’s boroughs, engage with thousands of schoolchildren
through workshops in local boroughs, and involve hundreds of thousands of online users in heritage
content creation. The crowd-sourcing platform will allow users to upload their own personal
images/text/audio relating to places and buildings.
The digital and historical skills training provided, including at least 20 workshops held in the
boroughs, will enable Londoners to pursue their own future heritage projects, including some local
projects instigated through our engagement programme.
The extensive engagement programmes carried out by all partners will use a variety of methods from internships to interactive online skills training - to work with as many as possible, dramatically
extending the reach far beyond traditional users of archives or members of local history groups.
Anyone with a mobile device or desktop computer will be able to contribute content, take part in
crowd-sourcing and annotation programmes, and learn new skills.
The project will also work with a diverse range of communities and groups across London through
targeted recruitment, and using social media. They will act as champions of heritage within their
boroughs and neighbourhoods, leading to spin-off activities such as blogs, photo exhibitions, and
new heritage walks, as well as disseminating the skills developed by volunteers.

Why Now?
This is a time of considerable change in London. Development is proceeding at a pace rarely rivalled
in its history: new construction raises questions about the nature of communications and the future
fabric and communities within the city.
London’s status as a world city has dramatically changed the make-up of many areas, a trend likely
to continue for decades. This affects how people engage with heritage, especially connections that
they have with particular places, their memories, photographs and other artefacts. There is an
urgent need, confirmed by our consultations, to preserve this heritage for disappearing communities
and new generations of residents.
Project Time Line

We started off testing the project and our ideas in Barking and Dagenham in 2016, and found a very
encouraging response. It was also a good opportunity for us to start building our website and testing
it with different groups of people to see how they felt it could improve.
We now have a working prototype website which we are continuing to refine and adding content to.
We plan to add many additional functions (and layers of historical information) from January 2017,
when we hope to receive the full extent of our grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. However, as
the website is already functioning, we are keen to start encouraging people to engage with it.
How You Can Get Involved
There are three main strands of activity through which individuals and groups can get involved.
These are not mutually exclusive, meaning that anybody can get involved in more than one
activity:
1. Creating Content
This involves adding one’s own content to layers on the map. Content can be in different forms:
images (drawings, photos, plans), personal memories, scanned documents and recordings. We are
particularly interested in information that does not exist anywhere else, and information that is
thematically connected to create a ‘project’. For example, a group studying WWI conscientious
objectors in Haringey is mapping where these individuals lived and exploring connections between
them; a local historian in Barking is adding historic photos of places that he once knew but have now
disappeared, and DABD, a community organisation that has provided services for disabled people for
the last 60 years is using its collection of photos to chart the change in opportunities for disabled
people over the course of the late 20th century. All of this is information that may not have
otherwise been in the public domain, but contributes significantly to our understanding of London
and its many histories.
Although still in the development phase, our website is already receiving contributions from
community groups.

2. Actual Mapping (Georeferencing)
We also need people to help connect the different maps and images together to create one
accurate map. The process is called georeferencing and is a bit like doing an online jigsaw: it is
about linking places on one map with the same places on another. Through the use of a special
software, the georeferencer, the two maps become linked thereby creating interconnected
layers.
Practically anyone can do it, although we can also provide training, of course. We plan to
actively engage school children in the process of georeferencing in the context of local history
projects.
One of over 23,000 aerial photos of London taken by the Royal Air Force in the 1940s, together
with a modern image of the same location. The coloured dots show the same three points on
the two images. Georeferencing involves linking these two images together to create an
accurate layered map showing the same place at different points in time. It is an easy and
fascinating process enabling us to see how places have changed.

Above: An RAF photo taken after WWII showing tank traps.
Upper right: The traps today; Lower right: Prefabricated houses
and tank traps, as pictured in the 1940s.

3)

Identifying groups with interesting histories to share and helping others to add content.

Not all groups and individuals with interesting history to share are easy to come across – if you know of
any such groups or individuals, or better still, if you are interested in making contact with them and
encouraging them to add to Layers of London, we would love to hear from you.
Similarly, not everyone with great historical knowledge has access to a computer or knows how to upload
information. As such, if you are willing to volunteer some time helping people contribute information or
record their stories, please get in touch with us.

Information For Schools:
Our project fits very well into the history, geography, and ICT curricula.
It is perfect for a local history study as it allows students to understand the process of
historical enquiry and historical change.
In terms of geography, it develops geographical skills by providing a hands-on opportunity to
work with maps and demonstrate the process of how environments change over time.
From an ICT point of view, it enables students to undertake creative projects that involve
using and combining multiple applications to achieve challenging goals, including collecting
and analysing data and meeting the needs of known users.
It also lends itself to interdisciplinary activities for both primary and secondary school
children that can be tailored to last anything from a fifteen- or twenty-minute session to a
term or longer.
Interested?
We hope so! See our website here: Alpha.layersoflondon.org

To Contact Us:
Please email Seif El Rashidi, Project Development Officer: seif.elrashidi@sas.ac.uk
Or call: 02078628705

