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The Hellenic Centre receives Honorary Award by Athens Academy
On 24 March 2011, the Hellenic
Centre was presented with an award
by the Athens Academy in recognition
of its work in the promotion of Hellenic
Culture. The ceremony, in Athens,
was attended by the Chairman and
Members of the Hellenic Community
Trust Council, the Chairman, ViceChairman and Members of the Executive Board, the Director, Members and
Friends of the Hellenic Centre.

Patrons
HE The Archbishop of Thyateira
and Great Britain, Gregorios
HE The Ambassador of Greece
Mr Aristeides Sandis
HE The High Commissioner
for Cyprus
Mr Alexandros N Zenon
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Marina, The Lady Marks
George Kyriacou
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Pighi Skiniti
Harris Sophoclides
Anthony Yerolemou
Emmanuel Zuridis

The Hellenic Centre
Executive Board
Stamos J Fafalios (Chairman)
Andreas Christodoulou
(Chairman, Cultural Committee)
Marie Coccolatos
Daphne Economides
Sophie Kydoniefs
Koula Lemos
Natasha Lemos
Irene Monios
Constantinos A M Shiatis

Agatha Kalsiperas (Director)
Maria Kalli
Stravroula Okeke
Danae Psilla
Evangelia Roussou
Kay Stavrinou
Christina Vagioti

Overview of the Years 2008-2010
The years 2008-2010 can be widely summarised in the context of the financial crisis and the events
which surrounded it. The dramatic change from buoyant economic prosperity at the beginning of 2008,
to the sharp downturn after the collapse of Lehman Brothers at the end of the year and the recession,
unemployment and uncertainty which ensued, has affected everyone from the United States, to the UK,
Europe and Greece.
However, the recession has made people reassess their values. People have become more introspective and family-orientated and in so doing, they have gained a weightier perspective on those important
spiritual and cultural aspects of their life. In the light of this and the economic difficulties which all of
Europe has suffered, it has been more important than ever to reflect on and promote the wealth of our
countries’ cultures. Thus the Hellenic Centre has never more come into its own than during these last
three years. The Centre’s original ideology and purposes: to promote an awareness and appreciation of
Hellenic cultural heritage for Greeks and non-Greeks alike, as well as providing a base for the activities
of the various Greek and Cypriot cultural organizations and societies in the UK, are both in accordance
with and echo the sentiments which the recession has kindled.
It is fitting that, in the very midst of the crisis, the Hellenic Centre reached a significant milestone as we
celebrated our 15th Year Anniversary in 2009. Our brochure for the Anniversary, available from the office, has a comprehensive list of all of the events which the Centre has hosted from its founding in 1994
up until December 2008, organized either by the Centre itself, or by Member Societies or in conjunction
with Societies, Universities, Banks, and other institutions.
Although it is not possible to mention here all of the events the Centre has hosted over the last three
years, we have tried to give a flavour of our carefully selected and diverse array of cultural events, as
well as mentioning the staple celebration of Greek festivities.
The high point of these recent events was reached in 2010 with three exceptional guests: Professor Sir
Basil Markesinis, knighted by the Queen in 2005 for ‘services to international legal relations’, Androulla
Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Culture and the Cyprus Nobel Prize winner Christopher Pissarides. These together with the Family Christmas Lunch, helped us end the year on a positive note.
May there be many more!
As always we would like to acknowledge the support of our three Patrons, the Governments of Cyprus
and Greece , our Members, Member Societies and Company members, our volunteers, the A G Leventis
Foundation and the various other Institutions, which have worked with us over the years.
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Member Societies
Anglo-Hellenic League
Cypriot Estia of London
Episteme – The Association of
British Cypriot Professionals
Eteria Ellinon Epistimonon
Greek Archaeological
Committee (UK)
Greek Cypriot Brotherhood
Hellenic Bankers
Association-UK
Hellenic Engineers Society
Hellenic Foundation
Hellenic Medical Society
Ionian Society
Lobby for Cyprus
London Hellenic Society
Lykion ton Hellinidon
Macedonian Society
of Great Britain
Oinoussai Benevolent Fund
Peloponnesian Association
of Great Britain
Society of Modern Greek
Studies
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Lectures, presentations and book readings
The Centre runs a constant stream of lectures,
presentations and book readings by many distinguished speakers, on a wide variety of subjects.
We are kept up to date with relevant and stimulating research from Oxbridge professors, prolific
scholars and historians to trendy contemporary
novelists, eccentric collectors and enthusiasts.

cultural and commercial bourgeoisie spanned the
urban hubs of North Africa, the Levant, the Persian
Gulf and up to Central Asia) to the present, where
Greek communities have declined to such an extent that they are almost on the point of extinction.

In May 2010, Giles Milton, acclaimed author of
“Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922”, gave an energetic
There have been various lectures on Ancient and well-prepared illustrated narrative on Islam’s
Greece. In 2009, Paul Cartledge, the Leventis Pro- ‘city of tolerance’, before, during and after the 1922
fessor of Greek Culture at the University of Cam- Asia Minor Disaster. He drew attention to the cenbridge, gave two stimulating lectures: How the tral and poignant lead that the quayside of this
West was won by… Herodotus and Revisiting great city played. Where fezes, top hats, bowler
Ancient Greece. At this latter event, and with char- hats, soldiers’ caps and kippahs had previously all
acteristic aplomb, he also presented his new book: moved in discrete accord, later, along the same
“Ancient Greece, a History of Eleven Cities”.
mile stretch, tens of thousands of refugees from
Anatolia and the burning city behind gathered, to
In January 2010, we notably celebrated the openescape the living hell that was upon them.
ing of the Acropolis museum. The evening featured
a talk by Professor Anthony Snodgrass and a film In autumn 2008, Panos Karnezis, the Londonpresentation.
based Greek writer of “Little Infamies” and “The
Maze”, read from his latest and acclaimed novel
In 2008, Dr Robin Cormack gave a lecture on The
“The Birthday Party”, discussing his work with the
Byzantine Research Fund: Encounter of British
journalist Nadia Marks.
Arts and Crafts Architects in Byzantium. The lecture included an exhibition of reproductions of ar- In November 2009, Helena Matheopoulos enlightchitectural drawings and photographs of Byzantine ened members of the Centre in her talk Greek
Monuments in Greece. Both events, organised by Gods, Myths and Heroes at the Opera. She illusthe British Schools at Athens and the Hellenic trated, through operatic excerpts, the significant
Centre, shed light on the relationship between Brit- and pervasive influence which Greece and Greek
ish Arts and Byzantium – an area that has often themes had on this new genre. The following year
been overlooked in the UK.
in October, Ms Matheopoulos married her two passions, opera and fashion, in an illustrated lecture:
In February 2008, Dr Anna A. Lemos, Professor at
Designers at the Opera. The lecture and slideshow
the University of Athens, gave a presentation
explored the recent trend among fashion designers
aimed at providing an understanding of the Archeto produce costumes for operas.
ology and Art of Chios in Classical Antiquity (the
first millennium BC).
There was a moving lecture entitled An Evening in
Homage to Cecil Thomas and his Connection to
There have been more contemporary historical
Greece, where the audience was able to hear and
talks. In 2008, Το Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο see examples of the work of this sculptor and gem
Οθωμανική
Αυτοκρατορία
Συνθήκη
της
engraver’s excellence and inventiveness.
Λωζάννης, organised by the Archdiocese of
Thyateira and Great Britain, was an outstanding In October and November a series of lectures by
lecture given by the internationally acclaimed Pro- Dr Klearchos Kyriakides on the significance of 28
fessor Konstantinos Svolopoulos. He gave an in- October 1940 were accompanied by songs of that
depth review of the historic events behind the de- period.
termining Treaty of Lausanne, highlighting the variAn event in Greek with simultaneous interpreting in
ous issues of the period. The Archdiocese together
English in November 2010 dedicated to the Kamwith the Hellenic Centre organised in 2010 an Inpos of Chios, featured the past and present of its
terfaith Symposium for Christians, Jews and Musarchitecture, its charming citrus orchards and its
lims with distinguished speakers, The Metropolitan
courtyards.
Kallistos, Dr Ed Kassler and Dr Dawud Bone.
From a more business savvy perspective, in 2009
In October 2008, the writer, photographer and teleTheo Paphitis, star of Dragon’s Den and Chairman
vision producer, Iason Arthanasiadis, gave a talk
of stationery specialists, Ryman’s, discussed enon The Middle East’s Disappearing Hellenes.
terprise and innovation with Professor Skevos
He traced the demise from the ‘glory days’ of the
Evripidou from the University of Cyprus.
19th and early 20th centuries (when a Greek
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Company Members
A Bilbrough & Co Ltd
Academy of Executive
Coaching Ltd
AITO
Allmat Enterprises
Alpha Bank London
Bank of Cyprus UK
BMI Health Care
Cartwright Adams Solicitors
Chandris (UK) Ltd
Chios Navigation Co Ltd
Curzon Maritime Ltd
Cyprus Airways Public Ltd
Cyprus Tourism Organisation
Eagle Ocean Ltd
EFG Private Bank Ltd
Embiricos Shipbrokers
Fafalios Ltd
Faros Maritime Ltd
Griffin Marine Travel Ltd
Horwath Clark Whitehill LLP
Impulse Events Ltd
It’s All Greek
Ipsos Mori
John S Latsis (London) Limited
Laiki Bank
Lincoln Group Ltd
Moore Stephens
NHS
Nicholas & Co
Nicolas UK Ltd
Odysea Ltd
Quantum Retail Ltd
Resolution
Ricoh Europe Plc
Royal Bank of Scotland
Ryman Limited
Southern Shipping
& Finance Co Ltd
Surgical Conference
Management
The Beyond Partnership
The Princess Grace Hospital
UBS AG
Wallace Chess
? What If ! Inventors Ltd
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Music
We host various musical events and concerts that
promote young Greek musicians and Greek music.
We regularly host classical concerts, with Greek or
international artists performing traditional works by
Chopin, Schumann or Mozart, but alongside works
by Greek composers. This ever-present Greek
element complements and offers a rich, informative contrast to the other traditions.
Music at the Centre over the last two years has
ranged from classical to traditional to contemporary, performed mostly by Greek musicians.

Gogos. His programme was built around Chopin’s
24 Preludes and also included Mozart’s highly draIn April 2008, we held a musical evening in co- matic Fantasie and one of Beethoven’s purest rooperation with the Oxford Philomusica, to celebrate mantic compositions, Moonlight Sonata.
70 years since the birth of Constantinos Leventis.
In September 2010, Chrysostomos Neofytou
The programme included Für Elise, Beethoven’s
(violin) led two trios. In the first, Shostakovich’s
Moonlight Sonata, and Autumn and Winter from
Piano Trio No 2 in E Minor Op. 67, the trio did jusVivaldi’s Four Seasons. Marios Papadopoulos
tice to the intensity of temper and tempo dedirected and played the piano while Victoria Mavmanded by the music: the fury, the bitterness and
romoustaki played the violin. In April 2009, there
the drama, whilst at other moments perfectly conwas another successful concert with the Oxford
veying its otherworldly and ethereal dimension.
Philomusica, also directed by Papadopoulos, and
The trio’s rendering of Astor Piazzolla’s Four Seaincluded Bach’s Air on the G String and Telmann’s
sons of Buenos Aires conveyed the audience to
Don Quixote.
the buzzing, hot-blooded pace of the Hispanic city.
Also in April 2008, Asterios Pouftis (cello) and
Similarly, in April 2008, there had been a very
Thaleia Athaniti (piano) performed selected works
popular Tango Night performed and organised by
of Brahms, Franck and Chopin. In 2009, the CenTangissimo, playing the music of Astor Piazzolla
tre hosted the distinguished pianist Panayotis
and also Mikis Theodorakis.

Drama and Theatre
In March 2008, the Hellenic Centre hosted the marvelous one-act play The Diary of a
Madman by the Russian playwright Nikolai Gogol, translated into the Cypriot dialect.
In June 2008, the Hellenic Centre organised an exquisite solo theatrical two-day long
performance of the play Apology of Socrates. This original play, starring Emmy Award
winning Yannis Simonides and set in ancient Athens, was a delightful and humorous
dramatisation of the philosopher’s defense while on trial for his life .

Friends Room and Great Hall Exhibitions
The Centre offers Greek and Cypriot artists, or
those whose work is related to Hellenism, the opportunity to present their work in the buzzing heart
of London by conferring an exhibition venue to
them.

and reminiscent of the bright, elegant Warhol-style.

There were grander scale ventures in the Great
Hall, such as the Mixed Media Exhibition by Verna
Hitchcock, who presented her innovative work with
eggshells, paint, paper and glass in April 2009 and
Between 2008-10, some two-dozen exhibitions of Changing China in May 2008, a photographic exhiover 30 artists have been hosted in the Friends bition, part of the year of cultural exchange beRoom of the Hellenic Centre. The exhibitions – tween Greece and China, by the Greek photograrendered in a variety of medium including photog- pher Stephane Gripari.
raphy, painting, installations and prints – touched
In November 2010, Liana Pattihis gave her first
upon a variety of issues. Elly Hadjipateras’ coloursolo jewellery exhibition, Alysodeméno (‘chain
ful landscapes and portraits in May 2010 explored
bound’). In her work, variously coloured enamel is
cultural identities, diaspora and hybridity; while
used to weld thin, delicate metal chains together to
Natalia Charogianni’s exhibition in September of
create organic ‘chain bound’ forms. The designs,
the same year concentrated on nature and seainfluenced by Ancient Greek and Cypriot jewellery,
scapes: an overcast Scotland with distant impreswere distinguished by their reversal of the enamelsionistic industrial skylines, collages of a more
metal relationship and by their unearthed finish.
cheerful Cornwall, and a dreamy Lipsi in the DoLater in the month George Tornaritis from Cyprus
decanese. Vivian Zarvis’ exhibition Immigrants was
had a two-day exhibition of paintings on Memories
comprised of prints inspired by photographs (a
and Hope for Cyprus.
family album of relatives), worked with bright oils
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Markesinis, Vasilliou and Pissaridis
The three speakers to round off this year were firstly Professor Sir Basil Markesinis who came to speak
at the Centre on 16 October on The New Eastern Problem for the Fifth Andreas A David Biennial Memorial Lecture. In his speech he dealt with the problems resulting from the changes in Eastern Europe, the
Caucasus and the Near East with the emergence of new states, as a result of the collapse of the Soviet
Union , together with Turkey’s emerging economic and political power and its attempts to become the
dominant power in the region.
On 11 November, former First Lady of Cyprus, Androulla Vassiliou, gave a stimulating and muchanticipated talk on the role of education and multilingualism in the aftermath of the financial crisis, entitled The Role of Education in Today’s Knowledge-Based Society. Mrs. Vassiliou, who is now European
Commissioner for Health, Education, Culture, Multilingualism, Youth and Sports, highlighted the lessons
we have learnt from the financial crisis, the importance of education for the next generation to encourage
innovative thinking and discussed the Marie Curie Scholarship programme and ERASMUS scheme.
Finally, on 24 November, the Centre held a dinner in honour of Christopher Pissarides, the Cyprus born
Nobel Prize Winner in Economics. The dinner was attended by the Archbishop of Thyateira and Great
Britain, members of the Cyprus High Commission and the Greek Embassy, members of the Hellenic
Centre and many other distinguished guests.

Traditional and Social Events
Every year the Hellenic Centre celebrates the customs and traditions of the Cypriot and Greek diaspora with its many friends and also organise regular bar evenings throughout the year. At the beginning of each year, people enjoy themselves at the
Bar-Late Opening and share the delicious New
Year ‘Vasilopitta’ cake. There are snacks and
mezedes as well as live Greek music to spur on
the festivities.
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The cultural department of the Cyprus High
Commission organises a variety of events throughout the year including art, musical evenings,
drama, exhibitions and lectures and readings. The
Cypriot Estia of London, the Eteria Ellinon
Epistimonon, the Hellenic Medical Association , the
Hellenic Banker’s Association, the London
Hellenic Society, the Lobby for Cyprus and all our
other Member Societies also organise many
events during the year which enrich the cultural life
During the Carnival season, we have a Carnival
of the Centre.
Disco Party, as well as a Children’s Fancy Dress
Party, for those smaller – but no less treasured! – Finally, in December, the Lykion ton Hellinidon
friends. Tsiknopempti, organised by the Lykion ton organises the Christmas Bazaar and the FundraisHellinidon, follows with music and dancing and ing Committee of the Hellenic Centre organises the
from there the baton passes to the Hellenic Centre, Annual Family Lunch. Proceeds from the Lunch
who organise the traditional Kathara Deftera vege- are donated to other charities. In 2007, a donation
tarian Lunch to mark the beginning of Lent. At the was given to Heart Doctors in aid of the fire victims
end of Lent, the red eggs are cracked to find the in the Peloponnese which helped to build a nursery
champion egg at our Easter Celebration!
school in one of the villages. In 2008 a donation
was given to Kaleidoskopio, a Greek, not-for-profit
Celebrations with lectures, Byzantine hymns and
organisation working for the rehabilitation of people
Greek traditional dances are usually organised for
with mental health problems and other disabilities.
25 March (by the Peloponnesian Association of
In 2009, the proceeds went to Doctors of the
Great Britain), for the three Hierarchs (by the ArchWorld, Cyprus: a group of volunteer doctors in
diocese of Thyateira and Great Britain), and for St
Cyprus (founded in 1995) who have been monitorDemetrius Day – the Patron Saint of Thessaloniki
ing the most vulnerable populations worldwide and
(by the Macedonian Society of Great Britain). The
are committed to providing care for them. In 2010,
Anglo-Hellenic League organises the Runciman
the Fundraising Committee donated all proceeds
Award Ceremony which takes place in early June,
from its trip to Chartwell House and its Annual
and the Greek Archaeological Committee (UK)
Christmas Lunch to 21 & Co., a charity for children
organises an annual lecture by an archaeologist on
with Downs’s syndrome.
recent excavations.
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